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Editorial

T HE devil is the master counterfeiter.
For everything God has done the

devil has provided a facsimile so elose to
the genuine that only the elect ofGod ea'!.
discern the difference. We are now wit-
nessing the culmination of His deceptive
arts, which are ten times stronger than in
the days of the apostles. We arc told by
the Lord's messenger: "I have been
shown that Satan has not been stupid and
careless these many years, since his fall,
but has been learning. He has grown
more artful. His plans are laid deeper, and
are more covered with a religious gar-
ment to hide their deformity. The power
of Satan now to tempt and deceive is
tenfold greater than it was in the days of
the apostles. His power has increased,
and it will increase, until it is taken away.
His wrath and hate grow stronger as his
time to work draws near its close."
illlal Gifts, vol. 2, 277
The devil has corne down to

Seventh-day Adventists with great wrath
because he knows he has but a very short
time. As we now have corne to the very
last momcnts of man's probation, Satan
is preparing his mastcrpiece of decep-
tion, a counterfeit latter rain. Let us not
forget his counterfeit is to appear just
before the genuine. Our High Priest is
about to conclude His work in the Most
Holy Place. The censer will soon be cast
down. Probation is about to close. Oh,
what a sobering moment we now face!

The inspired words of EUen White are
being fulfilled. God speaks to us in 1990:
"Solemn are the scenes connected with
the elosing work of the atonement. Mo-
mentous are the interests involved therein.
The judgment is now passing in the sanc-
tuary above. For many years this work has
been in progress. Soon-none know how
soon-it will pass to the cases of the
living. In the awful presence of God our
lives are to come up in review. At this time
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above aU others it behooves every soul to
heed the Saviour's admonition: 'Watch
and pray: for ye know not when the time
is.' Mark 13:33..

"When the work of the investigative
judgment closes, the destiny of all will
have been decided for life or dcath. Proba-
tion is ended a short time before the
appearing of the Lord in the clouds of
heaven." The Greal COllIroversy, 490

To counterfeit the latter rain, SalaD
must first counterfeit righteousness by
promoting within the ranks of God's
remnant church a false gospel which
gives people a false security.
" 'He that covereth his sins shall not

prosper: but whoso eonfesseth and for-
saketh them shall have mercy.' Proverbs
28:13. If those who hide and excuse their
faults could see how Satan exults over
them, how he taunts Christ and holy
angels with their course, they would make
haste to confess their sins and to put them
away. Through defects in the character,
Satan works to gain control of the whole
mind, and he knows that if these defects
are cherished, he will succced. Thcrcfore
he is constantly seeking to deceive the
followers of Christ with his fatal sophistry
that it is impossible for them to over-
come." The Greal C01l/raversy, 489

The church has been more than one
hundred years attempting to finish the
gospel commission and we seem to have
been unable to touch the great masses of
humanity with the thiee angels' messages.
Our attempt to double the membership of
the church each five years is, in comp"i-
son to the phenomenal growth of the
world's popUlation, like bailing out the
ocean with a bucket.

We realize that the Holy Spirit 'among
us is now our greatest of all needs. The
devil knows this as well, so he must do
something quickly to keep the remnant
from their greatest hour, the outpouring
of the Holy Spirit in the latter rain.
His success is seen in anyone-

leader, pastor, or laity-not making a
preparation to live in the presence of a
holy God. Read again these inspired
words. "I also saw that many do not
realize what they must be in order to live
in the sight of the Lord without a high

priest in the sanctuary through the time
oftroublc. Those who receive the seal of
the living God and are protected in the
time of trouble must retkctthe image of
Jesus fully.

"I saw that many were neglecting the
preparation so needful and were looking
to the time of' refreshing' and the' latter
rain' to fit them to stand in the day of the
Lord and to live in His sight. Oh, how
many I saw in the time of trouble
without a shelter! They had neglected
the needful preparation; therefore they
could not receive the refreshing that all
must have to fit them to live in the sight
of a holy God." Early Writings, 71

The Lord has warned us of the
counterfeit to come "just before the close
of probation. Every uncouth thing will be
demonstrated. There will be shouting,
with drums, music, and dancing. The
senses of rational beings will become so
confused that they cannot be trusted to
make right decisions. And this is calle
the moving of the Holy Spirit." Selectea
Messages, book 2, 36
Despite such clear warnings given

by Inspiration, it appears that the devil
will be all too successful in misleading
many. Those who, by the grace of God,
avoid Satan's trap need now to prayer-
fully consider what lies ahead.

"10 stand in defense of truth and
righteousness when the majority forsake
us, to fight the battlcs of the Lord when
champions arc few-this will be our
test. At this time we must gather warmth
from the coldness of others, courage
from their cowardice, and loyalty from
their treason." Testimonies. vol. 5, 136

Get ready, friends, study God's
Word as you never have before. Read
carefully the inspired words to the rem-
nant and be obedient to all truth, and the
genuine latter rain will fall upon you.
Beware, there is now a counterfeit. TItis
could be the clearest evidence of the
church'5 greatest hour to come. TI1C
church militant will soon become the
church triumphant in the latter rain. God
hclp us now to make ready is our prayer.

RON SPEAR-EDtTOR
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3rE5N....HAN. 1'410.

An Address in Regard to the
Sunday Law

D ear Brethren and Sisters: people of God have failed at their post. make no effort to do the work He has
I have been much burdened in re- God had an earnest work for them to do; committed to our charge. We must be

gard to movements that are now in for the honor ofHis law and the religious found faithfully guarding the outposts,
progress for the enforcement of Sunday liberty of the people are at stake. God watching as vigilant soldiers, lest Satan
observance. It has been shown to me that would have us see and realize the weak- shall gain an advantage which it is our
Satan has been working earnestly to ness and depravity of men, and put our duty to prevent. We should diligently
carry out his designs to restrict religious entire trust in Him; "for we wrestle not study the Word of God and pray in faith
liberty. Plans of serious import to the against flesh and blood, but against princi- that God will restrain the powers of
people of God are advancing in an un- palities, against powers, against the rulers darkness; for as yet the message has
derhand manner among the clergymen of the darkness of this world, against gone to comparatively few, and the
ofvarious denominations, and the object spiritual wickedness in high places. world is to be lightened with its glory.
of this secret maneuvering is to win Wherefore take unto you the whole ar- The present truth-the commandments
popular favor for the enforcement of mour of God, that ye may be able to of God and the faith of Jesus-has not
Sunday sacredness. If the people can be withstand in the evil day, and having done yet been sounded as it must be. There are
led to favor a Sunday law, then the all, to stand." Ephesians 6:12-13 many almost within the shadow of our
clergy intend to exert their united in- There are many who are at ease, who own doors, for whose salvation no per-
fluence to obtain a religious amendment are, as it were, asleep. They say, "If sonal effort has ever been made. We are
to the Constitution and compel the na- prophecy has foretold the enforcement not prepared for the time when our work
lion to keep Sunday. of Sunday observance, the law will must close. We must take a firm stand

There are many who, if they under- surely be enacted"; and having come to that we will not reverence the first day of
stood the spirit and the result of religious this conclusion, they sit down in calm the week as the Sabbath, for it is not the
legislation, would not do anything to expectation of the event, comforting day that was blessed and sanctified by
forward in the least the movement for themselves with the thought that God Jehovah, and in reverencing Sunday"
Sunday enforcement. But while Satan has will protect His people in the day of should place ourselves on the side of the
becn making a success of his plans, the trouble. But God will not save us if we great deceiver. The controversy for the
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Jesus will open ways that the message of light
may come to great men, to authors, and
lawmakers. They will have opportunities of
which you do not dream

•

Sabbath will open the subject to the
people, and an opportunity will be given
that the claims of the genuine Sabbath
1ay be presented. Blindness, disloyalty
(a God, so prevails that His law is made
void, but the psalmist says of such a
condition, "It is time for thee, LoRD, to
work: for they have made void thy law."
Psalm 119:126

It is time for God's people to work as
never before, because of the increase of
wickedness. The God-fearing, com-
mandment-keeping people should be
diligent, not only in prayer, but in action:
and this will bring the truth before those
who have never heard it. The world is
overborne with falsehood and iniquity,
and those whom God has made the
depositaries of His law and of the pure
religion of Jesus must be determined to
let their light shine. If they do nothing to
disabuse the minds of the people, and
through ignorance of the truth our
legislatwes should abjure the principles
of Protestantism, and give countenance
and support to the Roman fallacy, the
spurious sabbath, God will hold His
people who have had great light re-
sponsible for their lack of diligence and
faithfulness. But if the subject of re-
ligious legislation is judiciously and in-
elligently laid before the people, and
they see that through Sunday enforce-
mcnt the Roman apostasy would be re-
enacted by the Christian world, and that
the tyranny of past ages would be re-
peated, then whatever comes, we shall
have done ow duty.
The man of sin thinks to change

times and laws. He is exalting himself
above God, in trying to compel the
conscience. But God's people should
work with persevering energy to let their
light shine upon the people in regard to
the law, and thus to withstand the ene-
mies ofGod and His truth. When the law
of God has been made void, and apos-
tasy becomes a national sin, the Lord
will work in behalf of His people. Their
extremity will be His opportunity. He
will manifest His power in behalf of His
chwch.

My brethren, you must have Jesus
enthroned within, and self must die. We
must be baptized with the Holy Spirit,
and then we shall not sit down, saying
unconcernedly, "What is to be, will be;
prophecy must be fulfilled." 0 awake, I
oray you, awake! for you bear the most
.;acred responsibilities. As faithful watch-
men, you should see the sword coming,
and give the warning, that men and

women may not pUISue a cowse through
ignorance that they would avoid if they
knew the truth. The Lord has enlightened
us in regard to what is coming upon the
earth, that we may enlighten others, and
we shall not he held guiltless if we are
content to sit at ease, with folded hands,
and quibble over matters ofminor impor-
tance. The minds of many have been
engrossed with contentions, and they
have rejected the light given through the
Thstimonies, because it did not agree with
their own opinions.

God does not force any man into His
service. Every soul must decide for him-
self whether or not he will fall on the

Rock and be broken. Heaven has been
amazed to see the spiritual stupidity that
has prevailed. You need individually to
open yow proud hearts to the Spirit of
God. You need to have your intellectual
ability sanctified to the service of God.
The transforming power of God must be
upon you, that yow minds may be re-
newed by the Holy Spirit, that you may
have the mind that was in Christ.
If the watchmen sleep under an

opiate of Satan's and do not recognize
the voice of the true Shepherd, and do
not take up the warning, I tell you in the
fear of God, they will be charged with
the blood of souls. The watchmen must
be wide awake, men who will not slum-
ber at their post of duty, day nor night.
They must give the trumpet a certain
sound, that the people may shun the evil
and choose the good. Stupidity and care-
less indifference cannot be excused. On
every side of us there are breakers and
hidden rocks which will dash ow bark in
pieces and leave us helpless wrecks,
unless we make God ow refuge and
help. Every soul should now be distrust-
ful of self. Ow own ways, our own plans
and ideas, may not be such as God can
approve. We must keep the way of the
Lord to do His will, making Him ow
counselor, and then in faith work away
from self.

Light must come to the people
through agents whom God shall choose,
who will give the note of warning, that
none may be in ignorance of the pwposes
of God or the devices of Satan. At the
great heart of the work Satan will use his
hellish arts to the utmost. He will seek in
every possible way to interpose himself
between the people and God, and shut
away the light that Godwould have come
to His children. It is his design to keep
them in ignorance of what shall come
upon the earth. AIl should be prepared to
hear the signal trumpet of the watchman
and be ready to pass the word along the
walls of Zion, that the people may pre-

pare themselves for the conflict. The
people must not be left to stwnble their
way along in darkness, not knowing what
is before them, and unprepared for the
great issues that are coming. There is a
work to be done for this time in fitting a
people to stand in the day of trouble, and
all must act their part in this work. They
must be clothed with the righteousness of
Christ and be so fortified by the truth, that
the delusions of Satan shall not be ac-
cepted by them as genuine manifesta-
tions of the power of God.

Years have been lost, but will you
now awake? Will those in responsible
positions take in the situation, or will they
by their indifference and inactivity, say to
the people, "Peace and safety"? May God
help every one to come up to the help of
the Lord now. The watchmen have been
asleep, but may God grant that they may
not sleep the sleep of death. Let all who
are standing upon the walls of Zion give
the trwnpet a certain sound. It is a solemn
time for God's people, but if they stand
close by the bleeding side of Jesus, He
will be their defense. He will open ways
that the message of light may come to
great men, to authors, and lawmakers.
They will have opportunities of which
you do not dream, and some of them will
boldly advocate the claints of God's
downtrodden law.

June 1990 Our Firm Foundation 5



Instead of increased power as we
enter the perils of the last days, weakness,
dissension, and strife for supremacy, arc
apparent. But ifwe had a connection with
the God of heaven, we should be mighty
in Him, and yet we would walk with all
lowliness of mind, having self hid in
Jesus. But now both spiritual and natural
feebleness and death are depriving us of
workers. God alone, by His Holy Spirit,
can arouse us from the slumber of death.
There is now need of earnest working
men and women who will seck for the
salvation of souls; for Satan as a powerful
general has taken the field, and in this last
remnant of time he is working through all
conceivable methods to close the door
against light that God would have come
to His people. He is sweeping the whole
world into his ranks, and the few who are
faithful to God's requirements are the
only ones who can ever withstand him,
and even these he is trying to overcome.
Much upon these things has been shown
to me, but I can only present a few ideas
to you. Go to God for yourselves, pray for
divine enlightenment, that you may know
that you do know what is truth, that when
the wonderful miracle-working power of
Satan shall be displayed, and the enemy
shall come as an angel of light, you may
distinguish between the genuine work of
God and the imitative work of the powers
of darkness. Ministers may do a great
work for God if Jesus abides in the hean
by faith. "Without me," says Christ, "ye
can do nothing." John 15:5. I would that

I had the power to present before you
your sacred, solemn responsibility.

It is now too late in the day for men
to please and glorify themselves. Minis-
ters of God, it is too late to be contend-
ing for the supremacy. The solemn time
has come when ministers should be
weeping between the porch and the altar,
crying, "Spare thy people, 0 LoRD, and
give not thine heritage to reproach" Joel
2:17. It is a day when instead of lifting
up their souls in self-sufficiency, minis-
ters and people should be confessing
their sins before God and one another.
The law of God is made void, and even
among those who advocate its binding
claims are some who break its sacred
precepts. The Bible will be opened from
house to house, and men and women
will find access to these homes, and
minds will be opened to receive the
Word of God; and when the crisis
comes, many will be prepared to make
right decisions even in the face of the
formidable difficulties that will be
brought about through the deceptive
miracles of Satan. Although these will
confess the truth and become workers
with Christ at the eleventh hour, they
will receive equal wages with those who
have wrought through the whole day.
There will be an army of steadfast
believers who will stand as firm as a
rock through the last test. But where in
that army are those who have been
standard-bearers? Where are those
whose voices have sounded in proc1aim-

ing the truth to the sinning? Some of
them are not there. We look for them, but
in the time of shaking they have been
unable to stand, and have passed over to
the enemy's ranks.

Brethren and sisters, the Lord wants
to impart to us increased light. He
desires that we shall have distinct re-
vcalings of His glory; that ministers and
people shall become strong in His
strength. When the angel was about to
unfold to Daniel the intensely interesting
prophecies to be recorded for uS who are
to witness their fulfillment, the angel
said, "Be strong. yea, be strong." Daniel
10:19. We are to receive the very same
glory that was revealed to Daniel, be-
cause it is for God's people in these last
days, that they may give the trumpet a
certain sound. God help us to work
unitedly and as we never have worked
before, is my praycr. Thcre is nced now
of faithful Calebs, whose voices will be
heard in clear, ringing notes, saying of
the immortal inheritance, us go up
at once, and possess it; for we are well
able." Numbers 13:38. We need now the
courage of God's faithful servant of old;
not one wavering, uncenain note should
come from the watchers' trumpets. They
must be true to the sacred, solemn work
that has been entrusted to them, and lead
the flock of God in right pathways. 0

Review and Herald, vol. 2, 353-354,
(December 24, 1989)

[rhe ruler, the priests, and the common people] were in constant danger of committing sin, and although this might be done
ignorantly, it was still sin in the sight of Heaven. While ignorance may lessen the guilt of the transgressor, it will not be a
sufficient excuse for it in the day of Judgment. Signs of the Times, vol. I, 172

It should be firmly settled, rooted, and grounded in the conscience, that whatever dishonors God in our course of action cannot
benefit us. Testimonies, vol. 6, 262

Great principles and minute practice cannot be disconnected in a symmetrical life. The Paulson Collection, 139

The prospect of being brought into personal danger and distress need not cause despondency, but should quicken the vigor
and hopes of God's people; for the time of their peril is the season for God to grant them clearer manifestations of IIis power.
The Ellen G. White 1888Materials, 902

Those who receive the light of truth are to have lesson upon lesson to educate them not to keep silent, but to speak often one to
another. The Seve11lh-day AdventistBible Commemary, vol. 4, 1183

Where there is a lack of persevering energy and close application in temporal matters and business tmnsactions, the same
deficiency will be apparent in spiritual things. Testimonies, vol. 2, 498
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What Shall I Tell
My Grandchildren

About . ..,

THE other day three little children
ended a visit to "Grandma's house,"

and during their stay Granddad learned
some things. For example, Grandma's
cookies are as good as ever, and there is
still an audience for Granddad's slOries.
Indeed, almost daily Granddad held
coun for a young audience who prized
his old-time stories. But these are fifth-
generation Adventist children, and it is
evident to this grandparent that cookies
and stories will not suffice when they
begin 10 question the folkways and
tores of Adventism-indeed, ow very
Joctrines.

I have been wondering what Grand-
dad will tell them when they ask about,
well, for instance, movies. Shall I tell
them that in Grandma's and Granddad's
day Adventist youth didn't attend mov-
ies because they were considered
worldly, time-wasters, a needless ex-
pense, thc use of funds that could better
go to the chwch? And should I tell them
that these arguments are no longer valid
because most Adventist children have
much more time and money than their
grandparents ever had, and that there are
many good movies now? Or, perhaps,
the whole question is passe anyway
because the movie-media is right there
in our living room, waiting for them to
choose and view.

For that matter, what shall I tell them
about television? I can tell them that
Granddad can easily recall the first tele-
vision set he had in his home-a gift of a
grateful patient. No color then, and a
seven-inch screen. Should I tell them
that television is much better than in
those early days and that the Adventist
icwer has become quite sophisticated,
even when it comes to choosing
the good and turning off the bad; that on

balance, the television set in the Advent-
ist home is an asset rather than a liabil-
ity? Would it be counterproductive to
remind them that most of the television
programs shown in America today are
produced by non-Christian, (even anti-
Christian) persons who are not particu-
larly pro-decency?

And what if they ask about going to
academy? Perhaps it will sound like this:

"Granddaddy, if you were young
would you go to academy again?" I will
find it imperative to respond, "I'm not
too sure." In Granddad's day academy
was a privilege available only to some,
not necessarily the wealthy, but cer-
tainly the diligent. Academy provided,
for those who could not afford tuition
and dormitory costs, an opponwtity to
work, and in Granddad's day we
worked. We didn't have time to rumi-
nate on the seductive (and destructive)
power of drugs. We worked hard, and
we studied hard, and we appreciated
every golden moment.

Granddad isn't so sure that IOday's
Adventist academy continues to provide
the special environment that once made
it a spiritual enclave.

And then there's Ellen White. I hope
those inquiring little minds will want to
know something about Ellen White.
Does Granddad see her as simply
anotber grandmother wbo grew old in
another era and died some seventy years
ago? Did she have schizophrenia and
psycbomotor seizures? Were her visions
from some warped cortical complexes or
worse yet, was she an out-and-out fraud,
plagiarizing and profiting thereby?

This Granddad will have no trouble
with that one, for be has found no reason
10 cbange an opinion shored up over tbe
past fifty years. Granddad believes that

Raymond O. West

if she is trustworthy at all, she is trust-
wonhy, period. If she is to be doubted at
all, she is to be doubted in all. For those
still innocent little grandchildren Grand-
dad will come down on the side of Ellen
White as especially chosen by God.
'IhIe, it is a choice based in part at least
on faitb alone. But 10 tbis grandparent
the alternative seems 10 be at least
slightly adrift.

Well, there are many more questions
that I hope these delightfUl youngsters
will consider worthy of Granddad's
comtemplation. We cannot consider
them all, but there is yet another that this
Granddad would like to answer. It goes
something like this:

"Granddad, do you know anything
about the sanctuary, and about-what is
it called-the atonement?"

Now that's a grown-up question de-
serving a grown-up answer. Should I
respond as of forty or fifty years ago, or
has the churcb so "matured" that tradi-
tional Adventist views require some
modification to bring us up to date in a
changing world? I could tell them that
the sanctuary question is linked to sym-
bols, and the meaning of symbols
changes with the times; consequently
the symbols need constant reinterpreta-
tion. I could also tell them not to worry
about those concepts we can't fully un-
derstand, and not to get any fixed-in-
concrete ideas about a time ofprobation,
perfection, and the like.

"And above aU, children, don't be-
come too legalistic."

Somehow or other, I don't think that
will be pan of the telling; for this grand-
parent believes it is imperative that they
understand that acceptance and obe-
dience are the two steps to eternal life.
And the second is as important as the
first. When God's people become a litlle
lean on the laller, there is danger of
being a lillie lukewarm on both.

Granddad feels inadequate as a re-
spondent to questioning young minds.
He needs the help of the church school
teachers and the college professors and
the local pastors and the conference
administrators and publishers and edi-
tors; indeed, tbe entire church. And, of
course, the Holy Spirit. Especially the
Holy Spiril-a double or triple portion
thereof. D

Raymond 0. West, M.D. has recell11y retired
from family practice alld a teaclJillg position
atLoma Linda Ulliversiry.
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Let Us LookBefore We Leap!
PENTECOSTAUSM-waving hands;

swaying bodies; intensely emotional
sermons; loud, rhythmic music; seizure;
talking in tongues; alleged miraculous
healings-we have seen it before. It has
been around for quite a while. Is it of
God? AJe we justified in even asking the
question?

Item: Approximately one-third of
my 45-year ministry was spent in evan-

gelistic work. I can testify that as I went
from city to city I seldom met any group
ofChristians whose aversion to our mes-
sage was as bitter and intense as that of
the Pentecostals.

Item: Elder R. R. Bietz, a retired
General Conference vice-president, de-
scribed his meeting with a Pentecostal
believer who spoke in tongues, then
advised Elder Bietz that the language he

had used was German. Bietz replied,
"You are mistaken, Brother. German is
my mother tongue. You did not speak a
word of German."

Item: Elder A. D. Bahn, former Lay
Activities leader, described how he at-
tended a Pentecostal tent meeting one
evening in the Chicago area, heard a lady
speak in what was alleged to be Chinese,
and saw in the audience a Chinese laun-
dryman whom he knew. Later, when
Bohn went to the laundry to pick up his
shirts, he said, "1 saw you at the tent
meeting the other night. How did you like
it?" The Chinese man shook his head
vigorously and frowned, "No like."
"Why not?" Bohn asked. ''They said a
lady spoke in your language-Chinese."
The other man nodded. "Yeah. Speak
Chinese all right, but swear like ..."

Item: On the north coast of the island
of Hawaii a young Portuguese lady,
wearying of the ceremonies of her own
church, attended Pentecostal meetings
and was converted to the new faith. She
even talked in tongues.

A zealous missionary, she visited a
Filipino camp and tried to witness to the
Filipino people in stumbling pidgin Eng-
lish, which she found difficult. In
frustration she paused and prayed for the
gift of tongues. Miraculously, it came.
She spoke fluently in a language not her
own. But she was puzzled by the re-
sponse. There were frowns, shaking of
heads, and sidelong looks between the
people. In wonderment she stopped and
reverted to pidgin English.
"Whatsamalla you fellas?" she

asked. "Why you no like me talk you
fella language? I talk Ilocano, no?"
After some hesitation one of the men

answered. "You talk !locano all right,
missus. But nasty kind words you talk."

It was eventually explained to her
that she had been uttering sexual ob-
scenities in their language. Horrified,
she returned to her Bible study, eventu-
ally became a Seventh-day Adventist,
and related her experience to us. She
mentioned, in addition, that after talking
in tongues she sometimes feared she was
losing her mind.

We could go on. Pentecostalism has
been around for a long time. Many
observations have been made. But, in
the light of current events, the most

Ralph Larson last served as chairman of the
Church and Ministry Department of the
Seventh-day Adventist TIle%gical Seminary,
Far East.
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significant discussion of it is in the Spirit
of Prophecy.
God's inspired messenger to the

remnant church has placed a most en-
'ouraging promise before us on page
464 of 7'l,e Great COl1lroversy. It is a
thrilling prediction of a grcat revival:
"Before the final visitation of God's

judgments upon the earth there will be
among the people of the Lord such a
revival of primitive godliness as has not
been witnessed since apostolic times.
The Spirit and power of God will be
poured out upon His children. At that
time many will separate themselves
from those churches in which the love of
this world has supplanted love for God
and His Word. Many, both of ministers
and people, will gladly accept those
great truths which God has caused to be
proclaimed at this time to prcpare a
people for the Lord's second coming."

But in the latter portion of the same
paragraph we find an awesome warning.
Satan, who studies the prophecies with
diligence, will realize that the time for
this great revival is nearing, and he will
set up in advance an enormous false
revival, Pentecostal in nature. He de-
signs that his false revival will be first.
"The enemy of souls desires to
this work; and before the time for

3uch a movement shall come, he will
endeavor to prevent it by introducing a
counterfeit. In those churches which he
can bring under his deceptive power he
will make it appear that God's special
blessing is poured out; there will be
manifest what is thought to be great
religious interest. Multitudes will exult
that God is working marvelously for
them, when the work is that of another
spirit."

Note that some churches will be
brought under Satan's deceptive power.
There will be manifest what is thought to
be great religious interest. And many
(multitudes) will be deceived into think-
ing this is the marvelous work of God,
but the work is that of another spirit,
Satan's.

Since the false revival and the true
revival are the two experiences through
which we soon must pass, it is urgently
necessary that we study with care the
evidences by which we may distinguish
between the first, false revival and the
later, true revival. God did not leave us
on our own here. He has generously
upplied the needed information to us in
"Modern Revivals," rhe Great Con-
troversy, chapter 27, 461-478, and in

"Prophecies Fulfilled," ibid., chapter 22,
391-408, which deals with the revival of
1844. There can be little doubt that the
characteristics of the false revival bear a
striking similarity to modern Pente-
costalism.

The True Revival

Our attention is directed to the con-
sistently and constantly appearing fruits
of all the true revivals in the history of
the church, wherein the Word of God
has been faithfUlly preached. In all such
true revivals men and women came
under a deep conviction of sin, felt a
deep awareness of their need of a
Saviour, and in confession and repent-
ance found forgiveness. Then the fruits
of conversion appeared.

"These souls brought forth fruit meet
for repentance. They believed and were
baptized, and rose to walk in newness of
life-new creatures in Christ Jesus; not
to fashion themselves according to the
former lusts, but by the faith of the Son of
God to follow in His steps, to relleet His
character, and to purify themselves even
as He is pure. The things they once hated
they now loved; and the things they once
loved they hated. The proud and self-
assertive became meek and lowly of
heart. The vain and supercilious became
serious and unobtrusive. The profane
became reverent, the drunken sober, and
the profligate pure. The vain fashions of
the world were laid aside. ...

"Men beheld a transformation in the
lives of those who had professed the
name of Jesus." The Great Controversy,
461-462
Then in summation it is pointed out

that:
"This is the result of the work of the

Spirit of God. There is no evidence of
genuine repentance unless it works re-
formation." Ibid., 462-463

The False Revival

The characteristics of false revivals,
also found in The Great Controversy,
Chapter 27, are these:
• "Carried by appeals to the imagina-
tion," 463
• Excite the emotions, 463-464
• Gratify "the love for what is new and
startling," 463
• Distaste for Bible truth, 463
• Desire for the sensational, 463
• No response to unimpassioned reason,
463

• "A mingling of the true with the false."
464
• "Multitudes will exult that God is
working marvelously for them, when
the work is that of another spirit." 464

• A wrong attitude toward God's law,
465
• No radical change of heart and life,
468

• "Multitudes are joined 10 the church
who have never been united to Christ."
468
This strange and tragic deception in

regard to the true working of the Holy
Spirit is the subject of similar predic-
tions in Selected Messages, book 2, 36,
where twice we read the warning
words:

"And this is called the moving of the
Holy Spirit. ... And this is termed the
Holy Spirit's working."

When these warnings arc compared
with the above statements from The
Great Controversy, 464, that multitudes
will share in this most frightful of all
deceptions (the mistaking of Satan's
devices for the working of the Holy
Spirit), and when the list of Satan's
devices is compared with certain things
that arc happening in the church today, it
is likely that a thrill of horror may strike
to our very souls.

What is the subject of the two
ing statements in Selected Messages? It
is a prediction that contains both a time
and a place. The time: "Just before the
close of probation." Notice-it does not
say just before the Second Coming. The
place: Seventh-day Adventist camp
meetings. The events predicted arc these
(page 36):
• "Shouting with drums, music, and
dancing"

• Misuse of musical instruments
• "A bedlam of noise"
• "Powers of satanic agencies blend
with the din and noise."

• "The senses of rational beings will
become so confused that they cannot
be trusted to make right decisions."
• "And this is called the moving of the
Holy Spirit."
Now notice the admonitions (pages

36-37):
• "The Holy Spirit never reveals itself in
such methods, in such a bedlam of
noise."

• "The Holy Spirit has nothing to do
with such a confusion of noise and
multitude of sounds."

• "At these demonstrations demons in
the form of men arc present."
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The close similarity between what is
happening in these churches and the inspired
predictions of God's messenger is sobering

• "Those participating in the supposed
revival receive impressions which lead
them adrift."
Much is said in this chapter about the

misuse of music, which, if conducted
aright, might be a blessing, but as mis-
used is an effective tool of Satan.

Recently I attended, in a Seventh-day
Adventist church, a Sabbath afternoon
concert given by a well-known Adventist
musical group. 1b describe some of thc
numbers that were presented as "a bedlam
of noise" would be an understatement.
Powerful amplifiers and electronic instru-
ments were combined to produce what
Ellen White must have envisioned and
heard when shewrote, "A bedlam ofnoise
shocks the senses." Ibid., 36

During recent weeks, questions in
letters and telephone calls have been
coming to uS in regard to the present
plunge into Pentecostalism that is being
promoted and advocated by some within
our ranks, who call their worship serv-
ices "Celebration services." The close
similarity between what is happening in
these churches and the inspired predic-
tions of God's messenger is sobering.
Some present the queslion, "If these

Celebration services cause people to
come who are not going to church at all,
isn't that good?" To such persons I quote
the words:

UBctter never have the worship of
God blended with music than to use
musical instruments to do the work
which last January was represented to
me would be brought into our camp
meetings." Ibid., 36

In view of the prediction that Satan's
false revival would come before the true
revival, it is earnestiy recommended that
careful study be givcn to the descrip-
tions of true revival that are presented in
The Great Controversy, chapters 22 and
27. in chapler 22 the 1844 revival is
described as follows:

"The work was free from those ex-
tremes which are ever manifested when
there is human excitement without the
controlling influence of the Word and
Spirit of God. It was sintilar in character
to those seasons of humiliation and re-
turning unto the Lord which among
ancient Israel followed messages of re-
proof from His servants. It bore the
characteristics that mark the work of
God in every age. There was little ec-
static joy, but rather deep searching of
heart, confession of sin, and forsaking of
the world. A preparation to meet the
Lord was the burden of agonizing spir-
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its. There was persevering prayer and
unreserved consecration to God.. ..
"Of all the great religious move-

ments since the days of the apostles,
none have been more free from human
imperfection and the wiles of Satan than
was that of the autumn of 1844. Even
now, after the lapse of many years, all
who shared in that movement and who
have stood firm upon the platform of
truth still feel the holy influence of that
blessed work and bear witness that it
was of God." 400-401

When these descriptions of true re-
vival are compared with the similar de-
scriptions of true revival in chapter 27,
the picture of the genuine is unmis-

takably clear. And when the detailed
descriptions of the false revival are com-
pared with certain modern events, the
sintilarities are equally clear. It would
behoove every thoughtful church mem-
ber at this time to carefully consider the
question, Could this be the beginning of
the great false revival that will come
before the true?

And let us not forget the prediction
in The Great Controversy, pages 464
and 468: The Pentecostal-type programs
will be highly successful in drawing
crowds, even "multitudes."

We cannot, therefore, judge the false
revivals by surface rcsulls. The warning
is clearly stated in two passages con-
cerning the mullitudes who will flock to
those churches; and thus superficial con-
versions will abound, and multitudes
will be joined to the church who have
never been united to Christ.

Item: I attended a meeting at which a
man, who was introduced as a "charis-
matic Seventh-day Adventist minister,"
related his experience. He had visited a
Pentecostal church in the northwestern
United States and had observed the entire
congregation praying aloud. He realized
immediately, he said, that "Seventh-day
Adventists didn't know anything about
prayer."

As he and a companion were driving
home from the meeting, the companion
reflected aloud, "I wonder how we could
ever teach the Sabbath to these people."

"Thach them, nothing!" the ministe.
responded. "Weneed to learn from them!"

This charismatic Adventist minister
told us what he had done and what he
hoped to do. He had developed a Pente-
costal style worship service which he
called a"Celebration service." The serv-
ice includes loud, rhythmic music,
raised hands, swaying bodies, and little
teaching of the Scriptures. There is a
"Garden of Prayer" in which suppliants
kneel while the minister lays his hands
on their heads and prays for them. The

ntinister said thaI he was dreanting of lhe
day when there would be healings in h;
church every Sabbath morning.

Jt is reported that his Celebration
church and another like it in a different
city-maybe more by the time this is
printed-are drawing phenomenal
crowds. Some might, comparatively
speaking, can them "multitudes. JJ Plans
are being discussed for the building of a
huge edifice to accommodate the future,
anticipated multitudes.

And some Seventh-day Adventist
leaders are praising and promoting these
Celebration services, apparently un-
aware of the counsels of the Lord on this
subject, given for our time, as they
recommend to the entire church a plunge
into Pentecostalism. A careful study of
the three Spirit of Prophecy passages
that have been mentioned, chapters 22
and 27 in The Grear Controversy and
pages 36-37 in SelectedMessages, book
2, is urged upon every believer as the
decision is made whether or not to join
in this plunge. It might be the beginning
of Satan's great false revival which is to
appear just before the true. The similari-
ties are striking.

Let us look before we leap! 0



Annual Camp Meeting

If you plan to attend the 1990 Hope
International Camp Meeling and wish to
stay Oil our grounds, you arc more than
welcome. We ask that you write or call to
make a reservation. We do not expect a
shortage of room, but we need to have
this information in order to make the best
use of our facilities. Water and restrooms
will be available at several locations on
the grounds. There will be limited shower
facilities, but hookups for water, sewer,
and electricity are nOI available. Please
plan on a real camp meeting.

As usual, there will be no charge for
staying on our campus, but we cannot
provide either lodging or food except in
very unusual circumstances. Please do
not take it for granted that we will be
able to provide special services for those
who need them.

Instead, please call and leI us know
what your needs are. We will do our best
to accommodate all who desire to attend,
bUI, unforlunately, there are limits to
what our staff can undertake during the
hustle and bustle of camp meeting.
If you do not plan to stay on our

grounds, you need not make a reservation
with us. You should, however, make
ervations ahead of time at the hotel, motel,
or campground of your choice. The fol-
lowing may be of some assistance:

Motel Puyallup-25 miles north of
Hope International. Call (206) 845-
8825.

Northwest Motor Inn-25 miles
norlh of Hope International. Call (206)
841-2600.

Eagle's Nest Motel-lO miles south
of Hope International. Call (206) 569-
2533.
Tanwax Lake Resort-6 miles

north of Hope International. Call (206)
879-5533.
La Grande Hotel and RV Park-

10 miles south of Hope International.
Call (206) 832-6643.

Training Seminars

Three different three-day seminars
are scheduled immediately following
camp meeting (Monday, July 30-Wed-
nesday, August 1). Those looking for a
full- or pari-time outreach which they
can use in their work for the Lord should

Bulletin Board
consider attending the Colporteur Train-
ing Seminar. Taught by John Martin, this
session deals with both the inexpensive
paperback books and the more durable
hard-bound volumes. Includes theory
and practice.

Parents of SChool-age children will
be interested in the Home Schooling
Seminar taught by Gwen Hawkins of
Country Gardens School. Sister Hawk-
ins has been assisting parents in the
planning and implementation of quality
home schooling programs for more than
ten years, and her seminars have been
very much appreciated in past years.

Everyone wilh a body to care for has
reason to be interested in the Hydrother-
apy, Natural Remcdies, and Nutrition
Seminar. Combining classwork and
theory with actual experience in giving
hydrolherapy treatments, this seminar is
intended to be very practiCal for ;he
average person. Tuition, for this seminar
only, is $15 per person.

Each of these seminars is designed
for people who cannot take a great deal
of time off from work or family, and
includes as much as possible in a three-
day period. Those who have the oppor-
tunity for more thorough instruction
may wish to consider the four-month
course described below.

Coming Events Prophecy Seminar

Those in eastern Washington, and
lhose who may have difficulty scheduling
free time to attend the Hope International
camp meeling will be interested in the
Coming Events Prophecy Seminar
scheduled for July 19-21 in Kennewick,
Washington. These meetings will be held
in the facilities of Cavanaugh's at Colum-
bia Center, 1101 N. Columbia Center
Blvd. Speakers for this series will be John
and Marshall Grosboll, and Ron Spear.

Life Abundant Missionary Institute

A one-week Ministry of Healing
seminar is scheduled for June 20-26.
This program will include: (1) hands-on
training in how to use fomentations,
fever baths, contrast baths, heating com-
presses, charcoal poullices, massage,
diel, and herbs for the treatment of dis-
ease; (2) leClures on the major themes
of The Ministry ofHealing, God's eight

laws of health, true and false principles
in physical healing and mental develop-
ment, choice and preparation of the
Christian home; (3) a special Sabbath
program featuring a comprehensive
overview of Seventh-day Adventist
Church history.

If you have always wanted to learn
these things, or if you need a refresher,
now is your opportunity. Room and board
(if needed) is $40; tuition is $35. Preregis-
tration required. Call (206) 832-6602.

For those who can free themselves
from the responsibilities of work and/or
family for a longer period, Life Abun-
dant's four-month Home Heallh Instruc-
tor course offers a brief, yet comprehen-
sive, training in literature evangelism,
Bible work, and heallh ministry.

Learn how to lead a soul to Christ,
how to do colporteur work, and how to
give simple, natural treatments like hy-
drotherapy and massage. Learn about
simple remedies such as herbs and char-
coal. Learn how to care for the sick, and
how to conducl vegelarian cooking
schools as a soul-winning outreach.

If you recognize the Lord's call to
this kind of training and ministry, this
program is designed for you. Start plan-
ning now to attend one of the following
sessions:

• AuguSI 6-December 5, 1990
• January 14-May 15, 1991
• August 5-December 4,1991
For more information, write or call

Life Abundant Missionary Institute,
40416 123rd Ave. Ct. East, EatonVille,
WA98328

Denominational History Seminars

Are you interested in ow denomi-
national history? Would your church or
study group enjoy a weekend seminar on
this too-little studied lesson book of
God's providence? Dave Fiedler has
developed a series of presentations
which trace our Seventh-day Adventist
Church history from the Millerite move-
ment to the present. To hear the whole
account as one continuing story, watch-
ing issues develop as the years pass, puts
far more meaning into our "dusty past"
and sheds light on current issues affect-
ing the church today. Can or write if you
arc interested in arranging a seminar.
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High Priest. lIue, He is King in the sense
that He is upon His Father's throne. He is
the priestly King afler the order of Mel-
chizedek, who, though priest of the Mo'
High God, was also King of Salem,
which is to say, King of peace. See
Hebrews 7:1-2. This, however, is not the
kingly office or throne Ihat is spoken of
and contemplated in the prophecies refer-
ring to His office of king.

The promise ofHis kingship is Ihat He
shall be King upon the throne ofHis father
David. Isaiah 9:6-7. Israel forfeited its
kingdom by ils wickedness, losing the
throne and crown as if went into the
Babylonian captivily; but the prophecies
of Christ's kingship point forward to the
restoration of that kingdom. At the time of
the captivity it was declared: HAnd thou,
profane wicked prince of Israel, whose
day is come, when iniquity shall have an
end, thus saith the Lord GOD; Remove the
diadem, and take off the crown: this shall
not be the same: exalt him that is low, and
abase him that is high. I will overturn,
overturn, overturn, it: and it shall be no
more, until he come whose right it is; and
I will give it him." Ezekiel 21:25-27. The
promise of the kingly office is the promise
of the restoration of the kingdom of God
upon this earth.

The diadem and the crown of th
kingdom ofDavid were removed, discon-
tinued "until He come whose right it is/'
when it will be given Him. This can apply
only to Christ, "Ihe Son of David."
Clearly, this does not refer to His first
coming, as at that time He said: "My
kingdom is not of this world." John 18:36.
When He came in His humiliation, aMan
of sorrows and acquainted with grief, it
was not then to claim His kingdom that He
came, but as a prophet. It was their failure
to recognize that the prophecies pointing
to His kingship apply to His second com-
ing that led the people of Christ'S day to
reject Him in the manner in which He
came. They anticipaled the establishment
of His kingdom, that kingdom of which it
is said: II shall break in pieces and con-
sume all the kingdoms of earth, and shall
occupy the whole earth, and shall sland
forever. They looked forward to His com-
ing in His glory as "King of kings and
Lord of lords." As a result, they not only
lost the benefit of His prophetic ministry,
but were also unprepared to be benefited
by that which was to follow-His priestly
ministry.

II is true that when Christ was bOt
into the world, a babe in Bethlehem, He
was born a king. He has always been a

Such an High Priest

I

mouth; and he shall speak unto them all
that I shall command him. And it shall
come to pass, that whosoever will not
hearken unto my words which he shall
speak in my name, [ will require it of
him." Deuteronomy 18:18-19
Of His priestly role, we read: "The

LORD hath sworn, and will not repent,
Thou art a priest for ever after the order
of Melchizedek." Psalm 110:4
Of Him as king, the psalmist wrote:

"Yet have [ anointed [margin] my king
upon my holy hill of Zion." Psalm 2:6

When Christ carne into the world as
that "teacher come from God" (John 3:2),
He came as "that prophel." Acts 3:19-23.
II could not then be said of Him that He
was a priest. While on earth He could not
be a priest, for we read: "If he were on
earth, he should not be a priesl." Hebrews
8:4. Not unlil He had completed His
work in His prophetic office on earth and
had ascended to heaven, there to minister
at the right hand of the Ihrone of God in
our behalf, could it truly be said Ihat He
is that "great high pries1." Hebrews 4:14

Just as it was nol possible for Christ to
minister in His capacity as our Priest
while He was on earth fulfilling His
prophetic office, so now it is not as our
King that He ministers, but as our great

Jack Kendall

I N the work of salvation the Scripturesreveal that Christ must appear in three
offices; He must serve as prophet, as
priest, and as king. This trulh of Christ's
threefold minislry is generally recog-
nized by all who are familiar with the
Scriptures. Not so well recognized, how-
ever, is the truth that He does not fill all
three of these offices simultaneously;
rather, they are successive. He is a
prophet firsl, then He is priest, and afler
that He is king.

Not only are His three offices sepa-
rate and distinct, but they arc successive
for a purpose. His office as prophel was
preparatory and essential to His office as
priest. Just so, His offices of prophet and
priesl are both essential and preparatory
to His office as king. If we are to
understand fully the work Christ is
doing and to co-operate with Him in the
plan of salvation, it is essential that we
seek to understand the nature and pur-
pose of each office. A failure to do so
will leave us as unprepared for His
second coming as were the people of
Israel at His first advent.

Concerning His work as prophet, we
read: "I will raise them up a Prophet
from among their brethren, like unto
thee, and will put my words in his
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It is in His office and work of priest that we
must now consider Him. Only in so doing can
we avail ourselves of the benefits now to be
obtained

king by right, but those things that pertain
to His kingly office He did not then
claim, nor has He yet taken them. Not
'mtil He returns will He take to Himself
lis great power and reign fully and truly
in all the splcndor of His kingly office. It
is clearly shown in the Scripture that the
kingdom is received after "the judgment
was SCI, and the books were opened."
Daniel 7:10. It is then that one like the
Son of man came to the Ancient of days,
10 receive the kingdom. "And there was
given him dominion, and glory, and a
kingdom, that all people, nations, and
languages, should serve him: his domin-
ion is an everlasting dominion, which
shall not pass away, and his kingdom that
which shall not be dcstroyed." Danicl
7:14. It is then that the promise made by
the angels above the hills of Bethlehem
will finally reach fulfillment, and He will
indeed take "the throne of His father
David: and he shall reign over the house
of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom
there shall be no end." Luke 1:32-33

Christ was first that Prophct. He is
now our Priest, and it will be as our King
that He comes again. Before He became
Priest, He finished His work as prophet.
AIter He finishes His work as priest, then,
and only then, He will become King.

When Christ walked the earth, it was
Jnly in considering Him as a prophet that
the people could rightly relate to Him. A
failure to do so led to false expectations
and a rejection of the only means by
which salvation could be obtained.

It is in fully appreciating the threefold
nature of His work that we clearly under-
stand the nature of His prcsent ministry.
Christ is now, in heaven, just as truly
Priest as He was that Prophet while on
earth. It is in His office and work of priest
that we must now consider Him. Only in
so doing can we avail ourselves of the
benefits now to be obtained.

In considering Christ in His office as
prophet, we may be taught by Him who
spake as never man spake. From the
lcssons learned, we are better able prop-
crly to consider Him in His office as
priest, the office in which He now minis-
ters.

Just as an understanding of Christ in
His office of prophct is nccessary for a
proper consideration of Him in His of-
fice as priest, so also an understanding
of His office as priest must propcrly
precede our consideration of Him in His
{fice as king. It is only in this way that
,ve will be preparcd to bc with Him
there, and reign with Him. For of us it is

written: "The saints of the most High
shall take the kingdom, and possess the
kingdom for ever, even for ever and
ever," and "they shall reign for ever and
ever." Daniel 7:18; Revelation 22:5

Christ has been performing the of-
fice of priest since His ascension to
heaven. It is, therefore, essential that we
consider Him as priest. Only in so doing
can we receive the benefits which His
priestly ministry makes available to us.
For this reason, we now turn our atten-
tion to that office and work.

"Now of the things which we have
spoken this is the sum: We have such an
high pricst, who is sct on the right hand
of the throne of the Majesty in the
heavens; a minister of the sanctuary, and
of the true tabernacle, which the Lord
pitched, and not man." Hebrews 8:1-2

Thc Ncw International Bible states it
this way: ('The point of what we are
saying is this." In other words, the whole
point to be made, the sum of all that has
been presented in the first seven chapters
that preceded, leading up to this point,
finds its expression in the phrase "such an
High Priest" The point being made is not
merely that we have a high priest, but that
we have "such an High Priest."

If we are to understand the signifi-
cance of this expression, it is necessary

that we review the previous chapters.
Only in this way can we expect to see
the true weight and import of the tcrm,
"such an High Priest."

The first chapter of Hebrews opens
by introducing us to God the Father, the
one who spake "in time past unto the
fathers by the prophets," and who "hath
in these last days spoken unto us by his
Son." Verses 1-2. This introduction es-
tablishes Christ's relationship with the
Father, as His Son.
Speaking explicitly concerning

Christ, Paul continues: "Who being the
brightness of his glory, and the express
image of his person, ["the radiance of
God's glory and the exact representation

of his being," NIV], and upholding all
things by the word of his power, when
he had by himsclf purged our sins, sat
down on the right hand of the Majesty
on high." Vcrse 3

It could not be more clearly stated that
in heaven, as He was before He came to
the world, the nature of Christ wa' the
nature of God. In His person, as Hc was,
He is an exact representation of the sub-
stance ofGod, bearing the very impress of
God, one in character with Him.
Of Him it is further said that He was

"made so much better than the angels, as
he hath by inheritance obtained a more
excellent name than they." Verse 4. This
more excellent name is the name God,
which, in the eighth verse, is given Him
by the Father: "Unto the Son he saith,
Thy throne, 0 God, is for ever and ever."

The point to be made is that He is "as
much supcrior" (NIV) to the angels as is
God above them, the name God being
His by inheritance.

This thought regarding His position
and nature carries on into the next
verses. "For unto which of the angels
said he at any time, Thou art my Son,
this day have I begotten thee? And
again, I will be to him a Father, and he
shall be to me a Son?" Verse 5. Again, it
is pointed out that, as the Son of God, He

has "by inheritance" the name of His
Father, and that name is God; and to the
degree that God's name is above that of
the angelS, to that very degree does the
Son share in that excellence.

Unwilling to leave this area of dis-
cussion without having exhausted every
possible approach, the apostle looks for
still another avenue of expression. In
describing the greatness of the position
of Christ relative to that of the angels, he
writes: "And again, when he bringeth in
the first begotten into the world, he saith,
And let all the angels of God worship
him." Verse 6. In His position, Christ is
so much better than the angels that Hc is
worshiped by them. All this is in accord-
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His likeness to men is not merely in shape, or
representation, but in nature. A failure to
recognize this truth renders the whole first
chapter of Hebrews meaningless and misplaced

ance with the will ofGod, because He iS1
in nature, God.

This thought of the mighty contrast
bctween Christ and the angels is taken yet
one step further. In speaking of the angels
Paul says, "Who maketh his angels spir-
its1 and his ministers a flame of fire. But
unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, 0 God,
is for ever and ever: a sceptre of right-
eousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom.
Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated
iniquity; therefore God, even thy God,
hath anointed thee with the oil of glad-
ness above thy fellows." Verses 7-9

Once again, the Father addresses the
Son: "Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast
laid the foundation of the earth; and the
heavens are the works of thine hands: they
shall perish; but thou remainest; and they
all shall wax old as doth a garment; and as
a vesture shalt thou fold thcm up, and they
shall be changed: but thou art the same,
and thy ycars shall not fail." Vcrses 10-12

Note the contrast presented here, and
in that very contrast read the nature of
Christ. The heavens shall perish, but He
remains. The heavens will grow old and
wear out, but He shall remain. The
heavens shall be changed, but He is the
same. This shows that He is God, of the
nature of God.
The writer continues: ((Th which of the

angels said he at any time, Sit on my right
hand, until I make thine enemies thy
footstool? Are they not all ministering

spirits, sent forth to minister for them who
shall be heirs of salvation?" Verses 13-14

In the first chapter of Hebrews Christ
is revealed as God. He has the name of
God beeause He is of the nature of God.
So entirely is His nature that of God, that
He is the very impress of the Father; as
much higher than the angels as is God,
because He is in fact God.

This clear picture is presented as pre-
liminary and essential to our under-
standing of Christ's likeness to men. That
is to say: From this we understand that His
likeness to men is oat merely in Shape, or
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representation, but in nature-in very
substance. A failure to recognize this truth
renders the whole first chapter of He-
brews meaningless and misplaced.

All these things it is essential that we
know if we are to fully appreciate His
human nature and understand the
measure of His condescension in ac-
cepting humanity as revealed in the sec-
ond chapter of Hebrews.

The first chapter of Hebrews clearly
reveals that Christ is as much higher than
the angcls as God is higher. The second
chapter is a detailed portrayal of Christ's
human nature-Christ as a man, as He
was in the flesh. In these two chapters the
real meaning ofHis accepting flesh as the
Son of man is presented in contrast to the
measure of His exaltation as the Son of
God. Beginning with verse 5 of chapter
two, Christ is again presented in contrast
with the angels, but this timc as lower-
as much lower than the angels as is man.

So we read: "For unto the angels hath
he not put in subjection the world to come,
whereof we speak. But one in a certain
place testified, saying, What is man, that
thou art mindful of him? or the son of
man, that thou visitest him? Thou madest
him a little lower than the angels; thou
crownedst him with glory and honour,
and didst set him over the works of thy
hands: thou hast put all things in subjec-
tion under his feet. For in that he put all in
subjection under him, he left nothing that

is not put under him. But now we see not
yet all things put under him. But we see
Jesus, who was made a little lower than
the angels for the suffering of death,
crownedwith glory and honour; that he by
the grace of God should taste death for
every man." Verscs 5-9

That is to say: God has not put the
world to come in subjection to the an-
gels, but He has put it in subjection to
man. This control iS1 however, no longer
in the hands of man as he now is.
Though originally given to him, the
dominion of this world was lost through

transgression. Instead of exercising do-
minion, having all things in subjection
under his feet, man is subject to sin. This
subjection to sin resulted in his subjec-
tion to death; for Uby one man sin
entered into the world, and death by sin;
and so death passed upon all men, for
that all have sinned." Romans 5:12

Though dominion of this world
passed from man, it is still true that
dominion of the world to come is not to
be given to angels, but unto man-
Christ Jesus, the Man. Christ, as man,
came to regain that original dominion.

Adam, the first man, did not retain his
position "a little lower than the angels."
Through sin He went even lower, becom-
ing subject to suffcring, even to the
suffering of death. Christ, the second
Adam, who "was made a little lower than
the angels," we see in the same place, the
same condition: ((We see Jesus, who was
made a little lower than the angels for the
suffering of death." And again: "Both he
that sanctifieth [makes men holy], and
they who are sanctified [made holy], are
all of one." Hebrews 2:11

Just as before coming to earth His
position relative to that of the angels was
higher, as much higher as is Gad; even so,
when on the earth, He was lower than the
angels; He was as man. He and man are
uof one." Just as certainly as Jesus and
God are of one-of one Spirit, of one
naturc1 and of one substance; even so, as
man, Christ and man are ('of one"-onc
flesh, one nature, and one substance.

The likeness of Christ to God is in
substance as well as in form. The like-
ness of Christ to man must likewise be in
substance as well as in form. To view the
matter otherwise deprives the first chap-
ter of Hebrews of any value as an intro-
duction to the second. The antithesis
between the two chapters would be
without value, leaving the first chapter
out of place, and meaningless.

In concluding the contrast presented
we read: "For this reason he had to be
made like his brothers in every way, in
order that he might become a merciful
and faithful high priest in service to
God." Verse 17, NIV It is in Christ's
coodescension1 His likeness to mankind,
His being made flesh and dwelling
among men, that we find the qualifica-
tions necessary to His becoming a mer-
ciful and faithful High Priest. The more
clearly we undcrstand this truth, the
more nearly we arc able to comprehend
the significance of the expression, "We
have such an high priest." 0



Lest We

Led Us

ForgetHow
the Lord Has

How did we come to the positions
and situations now existing in the

Seventh-day Adventist Church? Those
of us who can look back forty or fifty
'ears must confess that there is today
,ery little resemblance left of what the
church was. We have been engulfed in
worldliness. Little sins are practiced by
many on the premise that we cannot help
ourselves, but arc doomed to go on
sinning and confessing till probation
closes, at which time Jesus will work a
miracle to transform OUT characters. The
big sins, so quickly dealt with in the
early days of the church, are now quietly
swept under the rug of "love and com-
passion"; marriage and remarriage has
made our divorce rate almost equal to
that of the world. Spiritual complacency
has paralyzed us, and the ease and pros-
perity of Laodicea has tranquilized us
into a sleep of death.

OUf educational system, diverted
from God's plan by the desire for
worldly accreditation, has followed the
lead of the world. God had a beautiful
plan for our youth: shan courses, to
swiftly prepare them for service in
God's vineyard. But today very few
entcr service for the master, and of these,
few know and love the truth and have a
living testimony of the power of God in
he life.
Because of the worldly practices at

Battle Creek College in 1906, Ellen

Whitc was forccd to write many startling
statements. We would do wcll to ponder
hcr words today.
uSome think it strange that I write,

'Do not scnd your children to Battle
Creek.' I was instructed in regard to the
danger of the worldly influence in Battle
Creek. I have written hundreds of pages
regarding the danger of having so large a
sanitarium, and of calling so many
people together in one place. The young
people in Battle Creek are in danger.
They will come in contact with error."
Special Testimonies, Series B, No.7, 35

"God forbid that one word of en-
couragement should be spoken to call
our youth to a place where they will be
leavened by misrepresentations and
falsehoods regarding the testimonies,
and the work and character of the minis-
ters of God.

"My message will become more and
more pointed, as was the message of
John the Baptist, even though it cost me
my life. The people shall not be
deceived.

'II have been instructed that there are
in Battle Creek men who are or have
been connected with our institutions,
who have rejected light, and chosen their
own perverse way. Unless these men are
converted, they will become Satan's de-
coys, to lead souls away from the truth.
At times they will work to undermine
the confidence of those in whose minds

Ron Spear

they can plant the seeds of doubt and
questiOning. They hate the testimonies
of reproof sent them, and refuse to fol-
low the light given by God to direct their
feet in the right way.

"My soul is so greatly distressed as I
see the working out of the plans of the
tempter that I cannot express the agony
of my mind. [s the church ofGod always
to be confused by the devices of the
accuser, when Christ's warnings are so
definite, so plain?" Ibid., No.2, 22-23
Turning to our health work we also

sec wide discrepancies between our pre-
sent practice and the pattern given us of
the Lord. As we observed the lucrative
methods practiced in the huge acute-carc
hospitals of the world, it became easy
for us to covet their monetary success,
and, fallowing their lead, gradually, step
by step we left our exalted position as
educators in the mcthods of natural heal-
ing, and, moving from the ministry of
small sanitariums, designed by God to
be scattered around the whole world,
began competing for eminence and size
with the best of the secular acute-care
facilities in the land. And these giant
institutions that we have erected, stand-
ing as they do, silent monuments of our
unbelief, we continue to call medical
missionary work, the right arm of the
message. God speaks through His last-
day prophet:

"The showing at the Battle Creek
Sanitarium is not in harmony with the
Lord's design for that institution. I have
been instructed that in building so large
a sanitarium in Battle Creek, men have
followed their own devising. They have
not been led by the Lord, but have done
directly contrary to the light that He has
given. I write these words in order that
the example that has been set in Battle
Creek shall not be followed in other
places; for it is not in accordance with
God's plan. Instead of so large an insti-
tution being built in one place, plants
should have been made in many cities in
which there is nothing to represent the
truth.

"Large sanitariums place in close
association a great number of believers
and unbelievers. The Lord is calling for
separation from the world, but large
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The prevailing spirit of our time is that of
infidelity and apostasy-a spirit of pretended
illumination because of a knowledge of the
truth, but in reality of the blindest presumption

institutions call for the mingling of our
youth with worldlings. This association
brings great temptation to the youth. The
work of soul-saving that could be done
were fewer unbelievers gathered to-
gether in one place, is greatly retarded."
Ibid., 23

When the Medicare program came,
we formed a confederation of Adventist
hospital systems around the world. By
centralizing all our financial statements
we were able to borrow thousands of
millions of dollars; and now, after many
years of failure to reach the great goal of

worldly prosperity, we find the system
must be dismantled, with over two bil-
lion dollars indebtedness threatening the
financial stability of the church. We
have cause for serious concern when we
consider the potential for a disastrous
loss of the millions invested on Wall
Street should another Black Monday be
just around the corner.

Have we forgollen the fires of BailIe
Creek? Do we believe we can escape the
wrath of God today? He is long-suffer-
ing to usward not willing that any should
perish, but the days of retribution will
come.

"Unbelief has led many in BailIe
Creek to the doing of evil works and to
the carrying out of wrong principles. It
has led them to strengthen themselves in
awrong course.

"Much has been done to hinder the
advancement of the great work that God
has commilled to His people-the proc-
lamation of the last gospel message to
all nations and kindreds and tongues
and peoples. Some who have houses
and other property in BailIe Creek have
shown themselves very much opposed
to heeding the warnings that God in
mercy has given them to remove from
BailIe Creek to places where their in-
fluence would be of far greater account.
But the time is drawing nigh when the
judgments of God will be more signally
seen in BailIe Creek. Many claiming to
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be believers have dishonored the truth
of God. They have diverted His money
into wrong channels, to carry out
worldly plans. But because of the right-
eous who are among them the Lord has
waited and shown patience. The cause
of God has suffered great hindrance
because the talents entrusted to His
people have not been used in the work
of proclaiming the truth, and on every
hand we see unworked fields. Saith the
Lord, When I visit them for their iniq-
uity, I will punish them for all their
greed, and their worldliness, as the

Gentiles. 1 will not spare unless they
repen!.

"The sentiments of unbelief that
were expressed after the judgments of
God had come showed that some
would keep up their rebcllion until the
hour of God's patience is exhausted.
Those who have acted as the Gentiles
act will be punished as the Gentiles,
only with as much greater severity as
the abundance of light given them
makes thcir sin against God the
greater. He will not spare, ncither will
He have mercy, unless there is a
thorough conversion of soul, and that
repentance which needeth not to be
repented of." Special Testimonies, Ser-
ies B, No.7, 10-12

God may not use fire again, because
the payment of claims for the loss of
highly insured buildings would recoup
the loss. Yet He will respond.

"Many have become corrupted in
faith, corrupted in principle. Many have
dishonored God, and sold themselves to
sin, and in word and deed have helped
others on in the strange paths they have
chosen, until they do not know what
pure religion is. They have sacrificed
faith for worldly favor, and are leavened
with that which is opposed to righteous-
ness. At first they felt some compunc-
tion of conscience, but they refused to
turn back, and now hardness of heart is
preparing them for hopeless apostasy,

and thc judgments of God. The appeals
of their Saviour have bcen resisted, His
mercy abused, His provisions of re-
deeming love, made by infinite sacrifice
rejected. His heart yearns ovcr thcm, His
hand has been outstretched to save, but
they turned away, slighting His invita-
tions of mercy. And yet His hand is
stretched out still, for our Saviour made
provision that all who receive Him shall
be given power to become the sons of
God." Ibid., 13-14

God speaks to us again:
"The patience of God has an objcct,

but you are defeating it. Hc is allowing a
state of things to come that you would
fain see counteracted by and by, but it
will be too late. God commandcd Elijah
to anoint the cruel and deccitful Hazael
king over Syria, that he might be a
scourge to idolatrous Israel. Who knows
whether God will not givc you up to the
deceptions you love? Who knows but
that the preachers who are faithful, firm,
and true may be the last who shall offer
the gospel of peace to our unthankful
churches? II may be that the destroyers
are already training under thc hand of
Satan and only wait thc departure of a
few more standard-bearers to take their
places, and with the voice of the falsc
prophet cry, 'Peace, peace,' when the
Lord hath not spoken peace. I seldom
weep, but I find my eyes blinded with
tears; they are falling upon my paper as I
write. II may be that erelong all prophe-
syings among US will be at an end, and
the voice which has stirred the people
may no longer disturb their carnal slum-
bers....

"Things are far from bcing what the
appearance would indicate. From a dis-
tant view much may appear beautiful
which, upon close examination, will be
found full of deformities. The prevailing
spirit of our timc is that of infidelity and
apostasy-a spirit of pretended illumi-
nation because of a knowledge of thc
truth, but in reality of the blindest pre-
sumption. There is a spirit of opposition
to the plain Word of God and to the
testimony of His Spirit. There is a spirit
of idolatrous exaltation of mere human
reason above the revealed wisdom of
God.

"There are men among uS in re-
sponsible positions who hold that thc
opinions of a few conceited philoso-
phers, so called, 3rc morc to be trusted
than the truth of the Bible, or the tes·
timonies of thc Holy Spirit. Such a faith
as that of Paul, Peter, or John is coo-



Revival and reformation are two different things.
Revival signifies a renewal of spiritual life.
Reformation signifies a reorganization, a change
in ideas and theories, habits and practices

sidered old-fashioned and insufferable at
Ihe present day. It is pronounced absurd,
mystical, and unworthy of an intelligent
mind." Testimonies, vol. 5, 77, 79

Now, a new danger threatens. The
Celebration churches are springing up
like mushrooms all over America. Pa-
SlOrs are flocking to Portland, Oregon,
and Colton, California, to receive in-
struction on how they can make their
churches grow by Ihe use of soft gospel
rock music and church-growth ideas
spawned in Ihe eharismalie Evangelical
churches of the world.

What has become of us thai we will
tolerate such apostasy without raising
our voices against it? Have we changed
our allegiance without realizing it?

"This is a time when Satan's decep-
tive power is exercised, not only upon
the minds of those who are young and
inexperienced, but upon the minds of
men and women of mature years and of
broad experience. Men in positions of
responsibility are in danger of changing
leaders. This I know; for it has been
plainly revealed to me. I have been
instructed that the enemy seeks to link
up with men bearing large responsibili-
tics in the Lord's work, in order that he
may fill their minds with evil devisings.
Under Ius influence men will suggest
many things that are contrary to the
mind of God." Special Testimonies, Se-
ries B, No.2, 48

"In the camp there have been many
traitors in disguise, and Christ knows
everyone of them. God has been dishon-
ored by disloyal subjects, who, were
Christ on the earth today in human form,
would cry, 'Crucify Him, crucify Him.'
llHow will it be with the unrepentant

sinner hereafter? The higher the position
and the greater the light accorded to the
man who has become disloyal, and has
denied his Saviour, the greater will be
his punishment." Ibid., No.7, 15

How will God deal with this apos-
tasy and those who have allowed it 10
take place in His church? Again Ellen
White speaks to us as God's prophet:
"There is a limit beyond which the

judgments of Jehovah can no longer be
delayed. The desolation of Jerusalem in
the days of Jeremiah is a solemn warn-
ing 10 modern Israel, that the counsels
and admonitions given them through
chosen instrumentalities cannot be disre-
garded with impunity." Prophets Gnd
'(jngs, 417

"When trees without fruit are cut
down, ... when multitudes of false

brethren are distinguished from the true,
then the hidden ones will be revealed to
view." Testimonies, vol. 5,81

"The Lord will work to purify His
church.... Just how soon this refining
process will begin I cannot say, but it
will not be long deferred. He whose fan
is in His hand will cleanse His temple of
its moral defilement. He will thoroughly
purge His noor." Testimonies to Minis-
ters, 373

"The rapidly swelling figures show
that the time for God's visitation has
about come. Although loath to punish,
nevertheless He will punish, and that
speedily." Testimonies, vol. 5, 209

''It is with reluctance that the Lord
withdraws His presence from those who
have been blessed with great light and
who have fell the power of the Word in
ministering to others. They were once
His faithful servants, ... but they de-
parted from Him and led others into
errors." Ibid., 212

"But there are limits even to the
forbearance of God.... God must inter-
fere and vindicate His own honor. ...
Those who have been regarded as wor-
thy and righteous prove to be ringleaders
in apostasy.... Their wicked course He
will tolerate no longer, and in His wrath
He deals with them without mercy."
Ibid., 208, 212

"Those who choose to remain dis-
loyal must be visited in mercy with
judgments, in order that, if possible, they
may be aroused to the realization of the
sinfulness of their course." Ibid., vol. 9,
93

"There have not been close, decided,
firm efforts put forth to bring about
essential reform.... The bolts of God's
wrath are soon to falL" Testimonies to
Ministers, 181-182

"Then I saw that the judgments of
the Almighty were speedily coming, and
I begged of the angel to speak in his
language to the people. Said he, 'All the
thunders and lightnings of Mount Sinai

would not move those who will not be
moved by the plain truths of the Word of
God." Early Writings, 51

Our greatest and most urgent need
now is revival and reformation. We must
now confess our mistakes.

"A revival of true godliness among
us is the greatest and most urgent of all
our needs. 10 seek this should be our
first work. There must be earnest effort
to obtain the blessing of the Lord, not
because God is not wilting to bestow
His blessing upon us, but because we
are unprepared to receive it. Our
heavenly Father is more willing to give
His Holy Spirit to them that ask Him,
than are earthly parents to give good
gifts to their children. But it is our work,
by confession, humiliation, repentance,
and earnest prayer, to fulfill the condi-
tions upon which God has promised to
grant us His blessing. A revival need be
expected only in answer to prayer.
While the people are so destitute of

God's Holy Spirit, they cannot appre-
ciate the preaching of the Word; but
when the Spirit's power touches their
hearts, then the discourses given will
not be without effect. Guided by the
teachings of God's Word, with the
manifestation of His Spirit, in the exer-
cise of sound discretion, those who
attend our meetings will gain a precious
experience, and returning home, will be
prepared to exert a healthful influence."
Selected Messages, book 1, 121

"A revival and a reformation must
take place, under the ministration of the
Holy Spirit. Revival and reformation are
two different things. Revival signifies a
renewal of spiritual life, a quickening of
the powers of mind and hearl, a resurrec-
tion from spiritual death. Reformation
signifies a reorganization, a change in
ideas and theories, habits and practices.
Reformation will not bring forth Ihe
good fruit of righteousness unless it is
connected with the revival of the Spirit.

conlinued on 27
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Letter 55

advantages, for these high and heavenly
favors only increase their responsibility.

The more and increased light God
has given makes the receiver more re-
sponsible. It does not place the receiver
in any safer position unless the privi-
leges are wisely improved, prized, and
used to advance God's glory. Christ
said, "Woe unto thee, Chorazin! woe
unto thee, Bethsaida! for if the mighty
works, which were done in you, had
been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would
have repented long ago in sackcloth and
ashes." Matthew 11:21

When Jerusalem was divorced from
God il was because of her sins. She feU
from an exalted height that Tyre and Sidon
had never reached. And when an angel
falls he becomes a fiend. The depths of
our ruin is measured by the exalted light to
which God has raised us in His great
goodness and unspeakable mercy. Oh,
what privileges are granted to us as a
people! And if God spared not His peeple
that He loved because they refused to
walk in the light, how can He spare the
people whom He has btessed with the
lighl of heaven in having opened to them
the most exalted truth ever entrusted to
monal man to give to the world?

POR weeks I have not been able to and three o'clock in the morning for the We are far from being the people
sleep after half past three o'clock. Lord to work upon the hearts of the God would have us to be, because we do

My mind is deeply exercised in regard to people. I think of all heaven being inter- not elevate the soul and refine the char-
our condilion as a people. We ought to ested in the work that is going on upon aeter in harmony wilh the wonderful
be far in advance of any other people on the earth. Ministering angels are waiting unfolding of God's truth and His pur-
the earth because we have greater light about the throne to instantly obey the poses. "Righteousness exaltcth a nation:
and greater knowledge of the truth, mandate of Jesus Christ to answer every but sin is a reproach to any people."
which lays us under increased account- prayer offered in earnest, living faith. I Proverbs 14:34. Sin is a disorganizer.
ability to advance that light and not only think of how many who profess the truth Wherever it is cherished-in the in-
profess to believe the truth, but [also1to are keeping it apan from their lives. dividual hean, in the household, in the
practice it. When we do practice the They do not bring its sanctifying, refin- church-there is disorder, strife, vari-
truth we 3rc then following Jesus, who is iog, spiritualizing power into their ance, enmity, envy. jealousy. because
the light of the world; and if we as a heans. I think how this grieves Jesus. the enemy of man and of God has the
people are not constanlly elevating, be- I think of His great sorrow as He controlling power over the mind. But let
coming more and more spiritually wept over Jerusalem, exclaiming, "0 the truth be loved and brought into the
minded, we arc becoming like the Jerusalem, Jerusalem, which killest the life, as well as advocated, and that man
Pharisees-sclf-righteous-while we do prophets, and stonest them that are sent or woman will hate sin and will be a
not the will of God. unto thee; how often would I have living representative of Jesus Christ to

We must have a greater nearness to gathered thy children together, as a hen the world.
God. Much less of self and much more doth gather her brood under her wings, The people claiming to believe the
of Jesus Christ and His grace must be and ye would not!" Luke 13:34. God truth will not be condemned because they
brought into our everyday life. We arc forbid that these words shall apply to had not the light, but because they had
living in an imponant period of this those who have great light and blessings. great light and did not bring their heans
world's history. The end of all things is In the rejecting of Jerusalem it was to the test of God's great moral standard
at hand; the sands of time are fast run- because great privileges were abused of righteousness. The people who claim
ning out; soon in heaven it will be said: which brought the denunciation upon all to believe the truth must be elevated by
"It is done." "He that is holy, leI him be who lightly regarded the great oppor- living it out. Real Bible religion must
holy still;"'he which is filthy, let him be tunities and precious light that were leaven the life, refine and ennoble the
filthy still." Revelation 21:6; 22:11 entrusted to their keeping. Privileges do character, making it more and more like

Let our testimonies be sharpened up; not commend us to God, but they com- the divine model. Then will the home b'
let us have a firmer hold on God. I mend God to us. No people are saved vocal with prayer, with thanksgiving and
cannot refrain from prayer at one, two, because they have great light and special praise to God. Angels will minister in the
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The least transgression of God's law brings
guilt upon the transgressor, and without earnest
repentance and forsaking of sin he will surely
become an apostate

home and accompany the worshiper to
the house of prayer.

Let the churches who claim to
"elieve the truth, who are advocating the
lW of God, keep that law and depart
from all iniquity. Let the individual
members of the church resist the tempta-
tions 10 practice evils and indulge in sin.
Let the church commence the work of
purification before God by repentance,
humiliation, deep heart-searching, for
we are in the antitypical day of atone-
ment-solemn hour fraught with eternal
results.

Let those who teach the truth present
it as it is in Jesus. Under the subduing,
sanctifying, refining influence of the
truth of God they are as clean vessels.
Let them be leavened with Bible re-
ligion, and what an influence would go
forth from them to the world! Let the
individual members of the church be
pure, steadfast, unmovable, always
abounding in the love of Jesus, and they
will thcn be a light to the world. Let the
men standing as watchmen and as
shepherds of the flock proclaim the
solemn truth, sound the notes of warning
to all people, nations, and tongues. Let
them be living representatives of the
truth they advocate, and honor God's
law by strict and holy compliance with
.Is rcquirements, walking before the
Lord in purity, in holiness, and a power
will attend the proclamation of the truth
that will reflect light everywhere.

God never forsakes people or in-
dividuals until they forsake Him. Out-
ward opposition will not cause the faith
of God's people, who are keeping His
commandments, to become dim. The
neglect to bring purity and truth into
practice will grieve the Spirit of God and
weaken them because God is not in their
midst to bless. Internal corruption will
bring the dcnunciations of God upon this
people as it did upon Jerusalem. Oh, let
pleading voices, let earnest prayer be
heard, that those who preach 10 others
shall not themselves be castaways. My
brethren, we know not what is before us,
and our only safety is in following the
Light of the world. God will work with
us and for us if the sins which brought
His wrath upon the old world, upon
Sodom and Gomorrah, and upon ancient
Jerusalem, do nol become our crime.

The least transgression of God's law
brings guilt upon the transgressor, and
vithout earnest repentance and forsak-
,ng of sin he will surely become an
apostate. You inquire in regard to the

course which should be pursued to se-
cure the rights of our people to worship
according to the dictates of our own
conscience. This has been a burden on
my soul for some time, whether it would
be a denial of our faith and an evidence
that our trust was not fully in God. But I
call 10 mind many things God has shown
me in the past in regard to things of a
similar character, as the draft and other
things. I can speak in the fear of God: It
is right we should usc every power we
can to avert the pressure that is being
brought to bear upon our people. [ know
that were our people spiritualized by the
truth the greatest love would be main-
tained.

[We are] not to provoke those who
have accepted this spurious sabbath, an
institution of the Papacy, in the place of
God's holy Sabbath. Their not having
the Bible arguments in their favor makes
them all the more angry and determined
to supply the place of arguments that are
wanting in the Word of God by the
power of their might. The force of per-
secution follows the steps of the dragon.
Therefore great care should be exercised
to give no provocation. And again, let us
as a people, as far as possible, cleanse
the camp of moral defilement and aggra-
vating sins. When sin is making its
march upon the people who claim 10 be
elevating the moral standard of right-

eousness, how can we expect God 10
turn His power in our behalf and save us
as a people that did righteousness?

All the policy in the world cannot
save us from a terrible sifting, and all the
efforts made with high authorities will
not lift from us the scourging of God,
just because sin is cherished. If as a
people we do not keep ourselves in the
faith and not only advocate with pen and
voice the commandments of God, but
[alsoJkeep thcm everyone, not violating
a single precept knowingly, then weak-
ness and ruin will come upon us. It is a
work that we must attend to in everyone

of our churches. Each man must be a
Christian.

Let the sin of pride be put away, let
aU supertluities of dress be overcome,
and repentance toward God be exercised
for the highhanded robbery toward Him
which has withheld money which should
flow into the treasury to sustain the work
ofGod in its mission fields. Let the work
of reformation, of true conversion, be set
before and urged upon the people. Let
our works, our deportment, correspond
with the work for this time, that we may
say, "Follow me as I follow Christ." Let
us humble our souls before God by
humiliation, fasting, and prayer, repent-
ance of sin, and pUlling it away.

The voice of the true watchman
needs now to be heard all along the line,
"The morning cometh, and also the
night." Isaiah 21:12. The trumpet must
give a certain sound, for we are in the
great day of the Lord's preparation. All
the struggles to carry our appcals to the
highest authorities in our land, however
earnest and strong and eloquent may be
the pleas in our favor, will not bring
about that which we desire, unless the
Lord works by His HOly Spirit in the
hearts of those who claim to believe the
truth. We may strugglc as a mighty man
in swimming against the current of Nia-
gara, but we shall fail unless the Lord
pleads in our behalf. God will be

honored among His people. They must
be pure, they must be divested of self,
steadfast, unmovable, always abounding
in the work of the Lord. The Lord will
elevate the humblest soul that trusts in
Him. He will unite His power with
human effort, if that man will honor Him
as did Daniel. But as a people we need
the beauty of righteousness, holiness,
and truth. The most harmonious theory
will not save us. The God that ruled in
Babylon is the same God that rulcs now.

There are many doctrines current in
our world. There is many a religion
current that numbers its thousands and
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The church may appear as about to fall, but it
does not fall. It remains, while the sinners in
Zion will be sifted out-the chaff separated
from the precious wheat

tens of thousands, but there is but one
that bears the superscription and the
stamp of God. There is a religion ofman
and a religion of God. We mllst have OUT
souls riveted to the eternal Rock. Every-
thing in God's world, both men and
doctrines and nature itself, is fulfilling
God's sure word of prophecy and ac-
complishing His grand and closing work
in this world's history.

We are to be ready and waiting for
the orders ofGod. Nations will be stirred
to their very center. Support will be
withdrawn from those who proclaim
God's only standard of righteousness,
the only sure test of character. And all
who will not bow to the decrees of the
national councils and obey the national
laws to exalt the sabbath instituted by
the man of sin to the disregard of God's
holy day, will feel, not the oppressive
power of Popery alone, but of the Protes-
tant world, the image of the beast.

Satan will work his miracles to
deceive; he will set up his power as
supreme. The church may appear as
about to fall, but it does not fall. It
remains, while the sinners in Zion will
be sifted out-the chaff separated from
the precious wheat. This is a terrible
ordeal, but nevertheless it must take
place. None but those who have been
overcoming by the blood of the Lamb
and the word of their testimony will be

found with the loyal and true, without
spot or stain of sin, without guile in their
mouths. We must be divested of our
self-righteousness and arrayed in the
righteousness of Christ.

The remnant that purify their souls
by obeying the truth gather strength
from the trying process, exhibiting the
beauty of holiness amid the surrounding
apostasy. AJI these, He says, "I have
graven ... upon the palms of my
hands." Isaiah 49:16. They are held in
everlasting, imperishable remembrance.
We want faith now, living faith. We
want to have a living testimony that shall
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cut to the heart of the sinner. There is too
much sermonizing and too little minis-
tering. We want the holy unction. We
need the spirit and fervor of the truth.
Many of the ministers are half paralyzed
by their own defects of character. They
need the convcrting power of God.

That which God required of Adam
before his fall was perfect obedience to
His law. God requires now what He
required of Adam, perfect obedience,
righteousness without a flaw, without
shortcoming in His sight. God help us to
render to Him all His law requires. We
cannot do this without that faith that
brings Christ's righteousness into daily
practice.

Dear brethren, the Lord is coming.
Lift up your thoughts and heads and
rejoice. Oh, we would think that those
who hear the joyful news, who claim to
love Jesus, would be filled with joy
unutterable and full of glory. This is the
good, the joyful news which should
electrify every soul, which should be
repeated in our homes, and told to those
whom we meet on the street. What more
joyful news can be communicated!
Caviling and contention with believers
or unbelievers is not the work God has
given us to do.

If Christ is my Saviour, my sacrifice,
my atonement, then I shall never perish.
Believing on Him, I have life forever-

more. Oh, that all who believe the truth
would believe in Jesus as their own
Saviour. I do not mean that cheap faith
unsupported by works, but that earnest,
liVing, constant, abiding faith, that eats
the flesh and drinks the blood of the Son
of God. I want not only to be pardoned
for the transgression of God's holy law,
but I want to be lifted into the sunshine
of God's countenance. Not simply to be
admitted to heaven, but to have an abun-
dant entrance.

Are we so insensible as a peculiar
people, a holy nation, to the inex-
pressible love that God has manifested

for us? Salvation is not to be baptized,
not to have our names upon the church
books, not to preach the truth. But it is a
living union with Jesus Christ, to be
renewed in heart, doing the works of
Christ in faith and labor of love, in
patience, meekness, and hope. Every
soul united to Christ will be a living
missionary to all around him. He will
labor for those near and those afar off.
He will have no sectional feeling, no
interest merely to build up one branch of
the work over which he presides and
there let his zeal end. AJI will work with
interest to make every branch strong.
There will be no self-love, no selfish
interest. The cause is one, the truth a
great whole.

Well may the question be asked with
earnest, anxious heart, "Is envy cher-
ished, is jealousy permitted to find a
place in my heart?" If so, Christ is not
there. "Do I love the law of God, is the
love of Jesus Christ in my heart?" If we
love one another as Christ has loved us,
then we are getting ready for the blessed
heaven of peace and rest. There is no
struggling there to be first, to have the
supremacy; all will love their neighbor
as themselves. Oh, that God would open
the understanding and speak to the
hearts of our churches by arousing the
individual members!

The Lord appoints and sends forth
ministers not only to preach, for this is a
small part of His work, but also to
minister, to educate the people not to be
fighters but to be examples of piety.
There are workers in every department
appointed to do their work. When Jesus
ascended on high, He gave some apos-
tles, and some prophets, and some evan-
gelists, and some pastors and teachers.
Some have entered the work with a
human commission rather than the
divine. They have educated themselves
as debaters and the churches under their
care show the character of their work.
They were not ready, they were not
fitted for the work. Their hearts are not
right with God. In short, they have a
theory but not true conversion and
sanctification through the truth. The
great issue so near at hand will weed out
those whom God has not appointed, and
He will have a pure, true, sanctified
ministry prepared for the latter rain.

Our prayer should ascend to the
throne of grace with fervor for the Lord
of the harvest to send forth laborers inte
His vineyard. My heart aches as I look
around upon the mission fields and see



©Berea
so fecble cfforts to get the truth bcfore
the people. No censure can be attached
to our leading mcn, I believe, brethren,
'ou arc onc with me in heart, in senti-
.oem, in regard to our great need, and in
the earnest desire and earnest efforts to
meet the mind of the Spirit of God in
these things.
Those who are at easc in Zion need

to be aroused. Great is their account-
ability who bear the truth and yet feel no
weight or burden for souls. Oh, for men
and women professing the truth to
arouse, to take on the yoke of Christ, to
lift His burdens. There are wanted those
who will nol have merely a nominal
interest but a Christlike interest, unself-
ish-an intense ardor that will not nag
under difficulties or cool because iniq-
uityabounds.

I want to speak 10 the ears of our
people in America in cvery church.
Awakc from the dead, and Christ will
give you lifc. Souls are perishing for the
light of truth as it is in Jesus. We are
standing upon the very bordcrs of the
cternal world. Fair-weather Christians
will not be wantcd for this work. The
sentimental and tasteful religion is not
needed for this time. There must be
intcnsity brought into our faith and in the
oroelamation of truth. I tell you, a new
life is proceeding from satanic agencies
to work with a power we have not
hitherto realized. And shall not a new
powcr from above take possession of
God's pcople? The truth, sanctifying in
its influence, must be urged upon the
people. There must be earnest supplica-
tions offered to God, agonizing prayer to
Him, that our hopes as a people may not
be founded on suppositions, but on eter-
nal realities. We must know for our-
selves, by the evidence of God's Word,
whether we are in the faith, going to
heaven or nol. The moral standard of
character is God's law. Do we mect its
requirements? Are the Lord's people
bringing their property. their time, their
talents, and all their influence into the
work for this time? Let us arouse. "If ye
then be risen with Christ, seek those
things which are above, where Christ
sitteth on the right hand of God."
Colossians 3:1 0

Lettcr 55, 1886 (Lettcr to Elders Butler
and Haskell, December 8, 1886)

The work of plIblishing has been
inextricably bollnd lip with the growth
and history of the Sevelllh-dayAdventist
Church. Its influence, both in the
strengthening ofchurch members and as
an evangelistic tool to reach those not of
ollr faith, can scarcely be estimated. As
this work and influence continue, it is
the pllrpose ofCopyright Berea to direct
our readers' attention to publications of
merit and usefulness.

Natural Health Care for Your
Child. 270 pages, Phylis Austin and Drs.
Calvin and Agatha Thrash. Decatur,
Georgia: Science Health Abstracts.
$9.95

Nearly 6,000 years of sin have left
thcir mark on the human racc. As most
any parent can aHest, young children
seem to atlract at least their full share of
the physical ills of life. And mother-or
father-is left with the responsibility of
deciding what to do. What is needed is
exaclly what the subtille of this book
promises to give: Trustworthy Informa-
tioll On the Preventioll, Causes, and
Treatments of the Disease andAilmellls
Which Are Common From Birth
Throllgh the Teenage Years.

Some medicine, perhaps? Call the
doctor? Ignore it and hope it will go
away? The options are many and con-
fusing. Most problems are minor, but it
is the possibility of major complications
which haunts the parents.

In 1866 Ellen White advised: "No
woman should become a mother unless
she is capable of being a physician to her
offspring. How can mothers turn over
their tender children to the care of a
strange physician, for him to dose them
with drugs, the true nature of which she
has no knowledge! Such a course is a sin
in the sight of Heaven. Ignorance is no
excuse for parents. Why do not those
who take such responsibilities educate
themselves? They should read and inves-
tigate with a praycrfuI heart, until they
can understand the wants of their chil-
dren." The Health ReformerArticles, 6

Child mortality rates are not what
they once were, but perhaps the cost of
office calls and hospital stays is enough
to provide parents with the motivation
necessary to delve into such matters
today.

Alphabetically arranged for easy ref-
erence, Natllral Health Care for Your
Child discusses one hundred twenty-five
common ailments ranging from abdomi-
nal pain, anemia, and asthma through
frostbite, measels, tonsillitis, warts, and
wasp stings. Written in a clear, under-
standable manner, the book's straightfor-
ward explanations and common·sense
advice will be welcomed by parents
wanting to alleviate thcir child's discom-
fort caused by illness.

Twenty-seven natural treatments ap-
propriate for use with children are ex-
plained in detail. Appendix information
includes a discussion of common food
allergens, low-salt diet guidelines, and
salicylate-containing foods. A symptom
index, along with the general index, will
help concerned parents find just the in-
formation they need.

Phylis Austin has been a medical
librarian, physician's assistant, andmedi·
cal research associate. She worked with
the Thrashes at Vchee Pines Institute and
has co-authored scveral bookswith them.

Drs. Calvin and Agatha Thrash, a
husband-and-wife medical team, have
combined careers in the practice of inter-
nal medicine and pathology, teaching,
lecturing, counseling, and writing. Pre-
vious volumes from their pens include
Home Remedies, Natural Remedies. and
More Nawral Remedies. In 1970 they
founded Vchee Pines Institute, a non-
profit health educational institute in
Seale, Alabama.

Please Note: Hope International
does not carry Nawral Health Care for
YOllr Child in stock. Those who wish to
ordcr the book should send $9.95 plus
$1.50 for shipping and handling to
Science Health Abstracts, 4118 Brenda
Road, Decatur, GA 30035
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To my surprise, I find people who,
like me, love the church, believe in

Ellen White, preach the need for victory
over sin, promote lay evangelism, and
who, nevertheless, belicve that people
such as I have no confidence in the
Seventh-day Adventist Church. I have
shown them the contrast between the
way the Lord purifies Jerusalem, His
church, and the way He destroys Baby-
lon; but, notwithstanding my pleas of
fidelity, I find that I am distrusted. Al-
lhough we can agree that the church is
not pure, and that it must be cleansed;
yet the opinion prevails that "they" have
confidence in the Seventh-day Advcntist
Church, and that "I" do not.

As I contemplate this misunder-
standing, however, I begin to realize that
the differences are real. Our reasons for
confidence are not the same. The rea-
sons they produce to persuade me to
have confidence in the church are such
things as the great evangelistic programs
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being implemented, great growth in cer-
tain parts of our world field, and reports
which scem to indicate the beginning of
the latter rain-in other words, the Lord
"appears" to be blessing us, and there-
fore I am to have confidence in current
leadership and current programs. I
concede, there arc yet leaders who arc
faithful to the Lord, and there are pro-
grams which are productive of good, yet
it is far from weU within our borders.
The appearances of success are often
used to mask an underlying rottenness.
These appearances are, therefore, a poor
foundation for confidence.

God's PurposeWill Be Accomplished
In contrast to such reasons for confi-

dence, I believe in the Lord's purpose for
His church, and in His power to accom-
plish that purpose through His remnant in
the Seventh-day Adventist Church, even
if the church in general should continue

I Arnet Mathers I

to reject His messengers as did ancient
Israel. "Had Israel been true to God, He
could have accomplished His purpose
through their honor and exaltation. ..
But because of their unfaithfulness,
God's purpose could bewrought out only
through continued adversity and humilia-
tion." The Desire ofAges, 28. Though it
was through affliction, God did accom-
plish His purpose for Israel, and we can
rest in the assurance that the church,
"enfeebled and defective though it be, is
the only object on earth on which Christ
bestows His supreme regard. He is con-
stantly watching it with solicitude, and is
strengthening it by His Holy Spirit."
Selected Messages, book 2, 396

God calls His people to preserve
among men the knowledge of His law,
and the symbols and prophecies which
point to the Saviour. He desires them to
be wells of salvation to the world. They
are to reveal God to men. See The Desire
of Ages, 27. Hence His interest in His
church.

"During ages of spiritual darkness the
church of God has been as a city set on a
hill. From age to age, through successive
generations, the pure doctrines of heaven
have been unfolding within its borders.
Enfeebled and defective as it may appear,
the church is the one Object upon whie'
God bestows in a special sense His su-
preme regard. It is the theater of His
grace, in which He delights to reveal His
power to transform hearts." The Acts of
tire Apostles, 12

The church is the stage upon which
the battle between God and Satan reaches
its greatest intensity and fullest develop-
ment. The fullest revelations ofGod avail-
able to man are found within the church
and shine forth from it. But with greater
light comes greater potential for darkness.
('When Jerusalem was divorced from God
it was because of her sins. Shc fell from an
exalted height that Tyre and Sidon had
never rcached. Andwhen an angel falls he
becomes a fiend. The depths of our ruin is
measured by the exalted light to which
God has raised us in His great goodness
and unspeakable mercy." Manuscript Re-
lease 994, 2. "If therefore the light that is
in thee be darkness, how great is that
darkness!" Matthew 6:23

In the church tares have also been
sown. Satan has his agents among us,
distributed in every locality and at all
levels of the church. Our strength must
therefore, come from a personal kno\l
edge and experience of God's truth, nOl
from a blind trust in any human being.



Trust to God's guardianship. His church is to
be taught. Enfeebled and defective though it is,
it is the object of His supreme regard

"I tell you, a new life is proceeding
from satanic agencies to work with a
power we have not hitherto realized.
And shall not a new power from above
.ake possession of God's people? The
truth, sanctifying in its infiuencc, must
be urged upon the people. There must be
earnest supplications offered to God,
agonizing prayer to Him, that our hopes
as a people may not be founded on
suppositions, but on eternal realities. We
must know for ourselves, by the evi-
dence of God's Word, whether we are in
the faith, going to heaven or not."
SeleeredMessages, book 2, 382-383

In the face of this crisis, when
satanic agencies work with a power
hitherto unknown, we have the as-
surance: "The church may appear as
about to fall, but it does not fall. It
remains, while the sinners in Zion will
be sifted out-the chaff separated from
the precious wheat." Ibid., 380

The Lord's purpose in creating the
Seventh-day Adventist Church a separate
and distinct people, raised above the
Babylon of human religions (see Seleered
Messages, book 2, 379) on the founda-
tion of the three angel's messages-His
purpose will be accomplished. A people
will be prepared to stand faultless in the
day of God's judgments. But it will not
be by dependence on human leadership
and human devisings. The counsel is:
"Cease ye from man, whose breath is

in his nostrils: for wherein is he to be
accounted or." Isaiah 2:22

Rather, we are to put our trust in
God's power to accomplish His pur-
poses through means in harmony with
His revealed will.

Trust God's Guardianship

"TIust to God's guardianship. His
church is to be taught. Enfeebled and
defective though it is, it is the object of
His supreme regard." Ibid., 396

His church is to be taught and He is
teaching it.

"From the Holy of Holies, there goes
on the grand work of instruction. The
angels ofGod are oommunicating to men.
Christ officiates in the sanctuary. We do
not follow Him into the sanctuary as we
should. Christ and angels work in the
hearts of the children of men. The church
above, united with the church below, is
warring the good warfare upon the eanh.
There must be a purifying of the soul here
upon the earth in harmony with Christ'S
cleansing of the sanctuary in heaven.

There we shall see more clearly as we are
seen. We shall know as we are known."
The Ellen G. Whire 1888Materials, 27

The Lord has commenced the work
of instruction which He conducts from
the Most Holy Place of the sanctuary, and
light will come to His people. "When the
message of God meets with opposition,
He gives it additional force that it may
exert greater influence." Ibid., 421

We cannot fight against God except at
the peril of our souls. We cannot stop the
truth; His truth will triumph. He warns
us: "Beware of rejecting that which is
truth. The great danger with our people

has been that of depending upon men and
making flesh their arm. Those who have
not been in the habit of searching the
Bible for themselves, or weighing evi-
dence, have confidence in the leading
men and accept the decisions they make;
and thus many will reject the very mes-
sages God sends to His people, if these
leading brethren do not accept them.
"Noone should claim that he has all

the light there is for God's people. The
Lord will not tolerate this. He has said, 'r
have set before thee an open door, and no
man can shut it.' Revelation 3:8. Even if
all our leading men should refuse light
and truth, that door will still remain open.
The Lord will raise up men who will g:ve
the people the message for this time."
Testimonies to Ministers, 106-107

Truth often comes from the quarter
least expected. The Lord would try our
hearts, to see whether we indeed love
truth and righteousness above all that
this world can offer. His truth and right-
eousness are equal in worth to the cost of
placing them within our reach-the life
of the Son of God. "It is hardly possible
for men to offer a greater insult to God
than to despise and reject the instrumen-
talities that He has appointed to lead
them." Testimonies, vol. 5, 680

The Lord is instructing His people;
He is developing truth within His church,
and through His remnant shedding light

abroad; we must know for ourselves, by
the evidence of God's Word, whether we
are in the faith, going to heaven or not; it
is possible that the Lord's messengers
will be rejected by the church leadership
(typical of God's people throughout the
ages); no greater insult can be offered
God than to reject the messengers of His
truth purchased at such great price; there-
fore we need to know how to recognize
the messengers He raises up among
Seventh-day Adventists. In order to dis-
cern between the true and the false, it is
helpful, if not essential, to understand the
methods ofGod's choosing in ages past.

Recognize God's Messengers

The fruits of messages heeded in the
past have been deep repentance, sorrow
for and turning from sin, turning to God
for healing and new life-revival and
reformation. Of such work Ellen White
says: "There was lillIe ecstatic joy, but
rather deep searching ofhean, confession
of sin, and forsaking of the world. A
preparation to meet the Lord was the
burden of agonizing spirits. There was
persevering prayer and unreserved con-
secration to God." The Great Con·
troversy, 400-401

Many accusations have in the past
been brought against the messengers of
the Lord. Jeremiah was accused of weak-
ening the hands of the people, seeking
not their welfare, but their hun. See
Jeremiah 38:4. The people ofElijah's day
thought him unnecessarily severe, and to
have lost his senses; for he denounced
them, the favored people of God, as
sinners guilty of so great crimes that the
judgments ofGod must come upon them.
See Testimonies, vol. 3, 261. Moses was
accused of being too harsh, too unyield-
ing, too exacting, and of usurping author-
ity that did not rightfully belong to him.
See Testimollies, vol. 3, 345-346. Ellen
and James White were accused of error in
continually condemning wrong and re-
proving sin. See Testimollies, vol. 3, 259.
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The priests hated Jesus because He re-
provcd their sins, and they feared His
power with thc people; for, as the multi-
tudes followed Jesus, thcy found their
own authority and influence undermined.
See The Desire ofAges, 162ff, 204-205,
378, 460. "If the priests and rabbis had
not interposed, His teaching would have
wrought such a reformation as this world
has never witnessed. But in order to
maintain their own power, these leaders
determined to break down the influence
of Jesus." The Desire ofAges, 205

None of these charges, none of these
attitudes afC new, and often they have no
better foundation than when they were
first brought to counteract the influence of
God's messengers. We cannot expect the
servants of the Lord to receive any better
treatment than their Lord, who said, "It
cannot be that a prophet should perish
outside of Jerusalem." Luke 13:33,NKN

The mcssengers of the Lord often do
not come from the ranks of the estab-
lished spiritual leadership. Thus it was
with John thc Baptist.

"John was called to do a special work;
he was to prepare thc way of the Lord, to
make straight His paths. The Lord did not
send him to the school of the prophets and
rabbis. He took him away from the assem-
blies of men to the desert, that he might
Icam of nature and nature's God. God did
not desire him to have the mold of the
priests and rulers. He was called to do a
special work. The Lord gave him his
message. Did he go to the priests and
rulers and ask if he might proclaim this
message?-No, God put him away from
them that he might not be influenced by
their spirit and teaching. Hewas the voice
of one crying in the wilderness, 'Prepare
ye the way of thc LoRD, make straight in
the desert a highway for our God. Every
valley shall be exalted, and every moun-
tain and hill shall be made low: and the
crooked shall bc made straight, and the
rough places plain: and the glory of the
LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall
see it together: for the mouth of the LoRD
hath spoken it.' Isaiah 40:3-5. This is the
very message that must be given to our
people; we are near the end of time, and
the message is, Clear the King's highway,
gather out the stones; raise up a standard
for the people. The people must be
awakened. It is no time now to cry peace
and safety. We are exhorted to 'cry aloud,
spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet,
and shew my people their transgression,
and the house of Jacob their sins.' Isaiah
58:1." SelectedMessages, book 1, 410
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"God does not send messengers to
flatter the sinner. He delivers no mes-
sage of peace to lull the unsanctified into
fatal security. He lays heavy burdens
upon the conscience of the wrongdoer,
and pierces the soul with arrows of
conviction. The ministering angels pre-
sent to him the fearful judgments of God
to deepen the sense of need, and prompt
the cry, 'What must I do to be saved?'
Then the hand that has humbled in the
dust lifts up the penitent. The voice that
has rebuked sin and put to shame pride
and ambition inquires with tenderest
sympathy, 'What wilt thou that I shall do
unto thee?' " The Desire ofAges, 104

God "wounds only that He may heal,
not cause to perish." Testimonies toMilJ-
islers, 23

Neither will God's messengers deny
their faith by their life; they will instead
live to the glory of God, bearing a living
testimony to their faith in His power and
goodness. "God will not work with the
man who preaches the claims of God in
the desk and gives a lie to the truth out of
the desk." Tlte Ellen G. White 1888Mate-
rials, 73
"The sacredness of the truth is marred

by selfish interests, and in the judgment it
will be seen that the words of reproOf and
warning, spoken by the minister who
engaged in worldly schemes, pleased the
people, but did not convict and convert
them; for did they not see the same
world-loving spirit in him who claimed
to believe that the last message of warn-
ing was going to the world, as in them-
selves. They said, 'If he believes what he
teaches, would he do as he is doing?' ...

"The simplicity of the religion of
Jesus is to be revealed to the world.
Christ must be all in all, fully satisfying
every want of the soul." Ibid., 62, 64

God Will Purify His Church
Will we let God cut away all that

separates us from Him, or will we insult
God by rejecting His messengers?
"Jerusalem [at the time that Jesus wept
over her1is a representation of what the
church will be if it refuses to receive and
walk in the light that God had given."
Notebook Leaf/ets, 20

"That which causes me to tremble is
the fact that those who have had the
greatest light and privileges have be-
come contaminated by the prevailing
iniquity....

"The crisis is fast approaching. The
rapidly swelling figures show that the

time for God's visitation has about come.
Although loathe to punish, nevertheless
He will punish, and that speedily. Those
who walk in the light will see signs of the
approaching peril; but they are not to si.
in quiet, unconcerned expectancy of the
ruin, comforting themselves with the
belief that God will shelter His people in
the day of visitation. Far from it. They
should realize that it is their duty to labor
diligently to save others, looking with
strong faith to God for help." Testimo-
nies, vol. 5, 209
The church is in peril, but, unlike

Babylon which will be destroyed for her
iniquity, the Jerusalem of God will be
purged. Though guilty of like crimes,
the church will be brought forth,
cleansed of the dross within her borders.
"How is the faithful city become an

harlot! it was full of judgment; right-
eousness lodged in it; but now mur·
derers. Thy silver is become dross, thy
wine mixed with water: thy princes are
rebellious, and companions of thieves:
everyone loveth gifts, and followeth
after rewards: they judge not the father-
less, neither doth the cause of the widow
come unto them. Therefore saith the
Lord, the LoRD of hosts, the mighty One
of Israel, Ah, I will ease me of mine
adversaries, and avenge me of mine
enemies: and I will turn my hand UPori
thee, and purely purge away thy dross,
and take away all thy tin: and I will
restore thy judges as at the first, and thy
counsellors as at the beginning: after-
ward thou shalt be called, The city of
righteousness, the faithful city. Zion
shall be redeemed with judgment, and
her converts with righteousness." Isaiah
1:21-27
Let us put our confidence in Christ

who will lead His people, purified and
cleansed from every stain of defilement,
to their promised home. Let us in loyalty
to Christ and in faithfulness to the
church, the apple of His eye, join with
Him in the battle for truth and righteous-
ness. What greater love can we have for
our brethren than to give our lives that
the light of God's saving truth might
lead them to their eternal home? Oh, let
us with Jesus make the church,
enfeebled and defective though it be, the
object of our supreme regard; let us join
with our Redeemer and High Priest in
His work to strengthen the church, bear-
ing the living testimony of God's will
for His church. Where is our confidence
where is our loyalty, if not in
purpose for His church? 0



A Close Look at the

Darrell Cyphers pastors two churches ill
lIorthern Florida.

church into looking for some way of
getting a response from more of thc
elusive public, and finding ways to keep
them in the church once they have joined.
There is a second reason for the

move toward a needs-based approach to
ministry that is spccific to Adventism.
The late 1970s and early 19805 saw a
tremendous conflict erupt within the
church over the truth and defensibility of
some of Adventism's most distinctive
doctrines. Most notable among these
doctrines, of course, were the sanctuary
and the investigative judgment. This de-
bate undoubtedly climaxed with the re-
slated endorsement of the traditional
teaching by the church at Glacicr View
in 1980.
Though Glacier Vicw marked the

high-water mark of the official debate,
the events leading up to it, the views
surfacing during it, and the continued
behind-the-scenes strife following it
made clear to the church leadership that
driving a hard line on the traditional
doctrines would be catastrophic to the
organized church. This price was ob-
viously too high, so the church veered
away from the doctrinal arena and
headed instead toward something a little
less threatening and more universally
palatable.

Anyone who has been a continuous
member of the church for twenly years

Concept
the amount of participation decreases in
direct proportion to the level of commit-
ment required. It is obviously easier to
stay at home than to go to church. And it
is equally obvious that going to church is
much easier than going to Sabbath/Sun-
day school, where you have to get up
two and a half hours earlier and are
much more likely to be asked to partici-
pate or be noticed. Second, it seems that
the public is increasingly immune to the
message of the Bible. The baptism and
even interest totals have noticeably
dropped over the last twenty-five years.
In regard to Adventist evangelistic ef-
forts, notice these observations. The
baptismal total at the North American
Division Evangelism Institute after
twelve weeks of work by twenty-five
students in the western Chicago suburbs
was nine. A Conference evangelist for
Florida says that thirty to forty baptisms
from a public campaign did not used to
be at all unusual. Right now, however,
when he holds a campaign he has a total
non-Adventist attendance of twenty-
five, maximum. Of those, probably not
more than ten will be baptized.
These are no isolated experiences,

and these facts have brought the church
up hard and short against the seeming
ineffectiveness of the older, more infor-
mation-based methods of winning and
keeping souls. This, then, has led the

Darrell Cyphers

.....,..ar·ng Church

T HE mcthod of evangelism and nur-
ture selected for the Harvest 90

program and being implemented now in
all the churches across North America is
called a needs-based ministry. It is a
program which has been adopted by
everyone all the way from the General
Confcrcnce on down to the local Confer-
ence as a strategy for evangelism. TIlls
trend causes me some concern, and I
would like to share some of the reasons
why.
The first question we must address is

"Why have we chosen this particular
method of reaching out to our fellow
men?" There are probably a nearly in-
finite number of reasons, only a fraction
of which can be dealt with here. But the
reasons which I have observed point to a
motivation which I find disturbing.
The first reason a needs-based ap-

proach is being used within Adventism
is the same reason that it is being used
extensively in many non-Adventist
churches all across North America. Vir-
tually all denominations are facing a
barrage of indicators that real interest in
what they have to offer has declined
alarmingly. Just three for-instances: 1)
an alarming drop in attendance at the
major weekly meeting compared to
book membership; 2) a downward
plunge in attendance at the Sabbath or
Sunday school compared to worship-
service attendance; 3) a steady decrease
:n evangelistic resulls.
Tho conclusions follow from these

all-to-obvious facts. First, it seems that
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Our members are already making their
decisions about whether or not to stay active in
the church for social reasons. They are not
making their decisions on the basis of whether
or not their church teaches truth

or more will say without hesitation that
doctrinal sUbjects receive far less em-
phasis today than they did twenty years
ago. Everything from the Sabbath li-
turgy to sermon content shows an ob-
vious shift away from doctrinal issues
and toward sociological ones. For in-
stance: It was relatively infrequent to
have a responsive Scripture reading
during a church service tcn years ago.
Today, in large churches connected with
our educational centers it is common, in
some places it has bccome an almost
weekly occurrence. I use this, not to
condemn responsive reading, but to pro-
vide an example of the church's new
emphasis on community feeling.

We have, then, two overarehing rea-
sons why the church has moved in the
direction of a needs-based approach to
ministry and to outreach. The result has
been that The Ministry ofHealing, 143,
has become the John 3:16 of Ellen
White, to the almost complete exclusion
of all balancing statements. "The
Saviour mingled with men as one who
desired their gOOd. He showed His sym-
pathy for them, ministered to their
needs, and won their confidence. Then
He bade them, 'Follow Me.''' This
quote has been turned into a formula
and made the foundation of a whole
sequential program of ministry and
evangelism.

But we should seriously consider
that the motivation for adopting a needs-
based ministry is a negative one rather
than a positive one. Rather than being
motivated by a new discovery of truth
which we can proclaim with conviction
and power, we are discouraged by our
falling popularity and afraid of the cost
of maintaining a clear line of doctrinal
integrity.

The next question demanding our
attention is "What are the implications
of a needs-based ministry for methods of
ministry?" A reminder of the definition
of "needs-based" will help to begin this
discussion. Needs-based means that
ministry (or evangelism) begins by find-
ing out the areas in which people feel
needy, and designing a program that
allempts to provide what these people
feel they are lacking.

A few examples of what the church
has already done on the basis of this
philosophy should clearly demonstrate
what 1 perceive to be its weaknesses
and what the implications are for its
continued use. The Church and Minis-
try Department at Andrews University
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conducted a study in which they asked
church members to explain what kept
them in the church. From this informa-
tion they distilled a list of four "tie-
ropes" to the church. While one of
these was the church's doctrinal truth,
the other three were all of a social
nature.

Similarly, our ministerial secretary
shared with us five reasons Why mem-
bers become inactive. Four of those
were social reasons. Three were
lems in relating to some aspect of the
church: conflict with the pastor, the
school, or another member. In other
words, our members are already making

their decisions about whether or not to
stay active in the church for social
reasons. They are not making their deci-
sions on the basis of whether or not
their church teaches truth. This is con-
firmed by my own observations in per-
sonal conversations and in my pastoral
visitation.

In response to this kind of informa-
tion the church has initiated a seminar
designed specifically to teach its partici-
pants to be sensitive to the complaints of
those who have left active church mem-
bership, and to try to win back their
affections by apologizing for past mis-
treatment and by wotking to assure the
nonrecurrence of the offense. Right now
our pastors are being encouraged to
promote the involvement of our mem-
bership in this seminar and to get our
people back to church by offering them a
sociological climate as warm and com-
fortable as they could ever desire.

We are promoting what is already a
disease among our people. We are a
people who are already making deci-
sions on the basis of our social satisfac-
tion, and we 3re now going to estranged
members and in essence saying "You are
right, you were wronged, and I can
hardly blame you for not wanting to be a
part of this organization if it is going to
be so unkind."

Another phase of this program al-
ready being implemented in our
churches is illustrated by my first assign-
ment. My major duty was to visit inac
tive members in the hope that by show-
ing a consistent interest in where they
were coming from, they could be wooed
back into church fellowship. This means
that I spent at least twenty hours per
week visiting people who were familiar
with our doctrines and work, but were
contributing nothing to the church. And
I would guess that I was not the only one
doing this kind of work.

There is certainly nothing wrong
with showing that we have an interest in

these people, but it seems to me that we
should also remind ourselves that they
do have a responsibility for themselves
and that we have at least as great a
responsibility to lhose who have not
heard the message as to those who are
supposed to be growing in the faith.
And I can't help but wonder if we are
encouraging laziness and weakness by
merely calling on them and practicing
sympathetic listening skills. It seems to
me that they will be much more inclined
to stay home if they perceive that the
program is really in bad shape without
them. Rather, they need to feel that the
program is a strong one and they will be
the ones missing out if they are not
there.

The same observations apply in
evangelism. Today we are conducting
stress management seminars, parenting
seminars, and so on, because we 3re
trying to "scratch where people itCh," as
they say. This is all right as long as we
don't convey the impression that we
have no direction of our own, and that
we have to just sit and do nothing until
they come along and lell uS what to do.
We mLlst be able to give people the
feeling that something is happening at
the church, run by the church, and that :
will continue, with or without them,
thereby letting them know that they will



be missing out on something good hap-
pening there if they do not participate.

A final question to be considered is
What are the likely results of a needs-
J3sed ministry in the church?" This
takes several sub-questions: "What kind
ofAdventists will it create?" "What kind
of church will that likely lead to?" "Is
that a church we would be proud of?"

First of all, what kind of Adventists
are we likely to create this way? If we
signal to people that we will go out of
our way to meet their "felt» needs,
whatever they may be, will we not bring
people into our fellowship who are there
because their needs are being met for the
moment? Will they not even perhaps be
misled to believe that that is the purpose
for which the church exists? That it is a
service organization to which they go
for certain of their needs? That doctrines
and church mission are of little import?
Do we not alrcady see this? I do as I visit
with inactive members. I rcmember talk-
ing with a couple who left the church
because some members were critical of
their Sabbathkeeping habits. (Mind you,
I am lIot advocating critical attitudes.) If
a little criticism justifics giving up the
Sabbath, then we do have a real prob-
lem, and these people need to be helped
understand that.
Second, what kind of church will

that lead to? The answer to this ques-
tion, of course, could fill a whole
volume if one were to get into the
spccific details of how a church filled
with such members would have to
tion; but some general observations
with a specific illustration or two will
give a navor of it. It will most generally
and most obviously be a church which
will have to cater to the wishes of its
members in order to keep them. Also, it
will be a church which will have to deal
with fairly low levels of commitment to
a corporate goal. It will be a church
which will have to expend a fairly high
portion of its available resources serv-
ing its own constituency. It will be
turned inward.

Such a church will attract relatively
few whose major needs are already met
and who feel they have a lot to give. At
nominating committee time it would be
unable to nominate people whose com-
mitments would interfere with some
other activity which was meaningful in

lives. When the church decided to
Ive aworldwide drive, it would have to

compete with many other interests and
commitments of members.

Finally, is this the kind of a church
we would be proud of? To most people,
an organization to be proud of is one
which is vigorous, efficient, and persist-
ent in pursuit of its goals in spite of
hardships or difficulties. This is what
makes for admiration in any setting,
whether business, athletics, or religion.
Witness Lee Iacocca and Martin Luther.

The kind of church we could all be
proud of would be one in which all of
the members were dedicated to the mes-
sage and mission of their church in spite
of personal difficulties and hardships in
promoting its interests around the world.
I'm not sure that a needs-based ministry
serves that purpose very well. Because
of the reasons for its evolution and the
results it brings, a needs-based ministry
is incomplete at best.

Having said all this, I must say that I
do believe that we should find where
people are hurting or looking for growth,
and then do our best to be of service. Rut
we must lead these same people to real-
ize that they in turn have the challenge
and responsibility to begin a life of
ministry of their own. They cannot af-
ford to settle down and think they have
finally found the place that will minister
to their every whim and will never let
them down or mistreat them. Ellen
White said it this way. "The Saviour
longs to give us a greater blessing than
we ask. ... He desires us to renounce
the selfishness that leads US to seek
Him." The Desire ofAges, 200

Unless we do more than simply
mollify people who have been offended
in some way by church actions, leading
them to realize that they have a responsi-
bility which they must carry themselves
and an obligation to truth which goes
beyond the way they personally 'lIe
treated, we are working against the
cause we profess to serve. My plea is
that we vigorously proclaim what we
believe regardless of the response, and
that we employ the people we bring into
the church, teaching them to realize that
they joined the church for more than
simply selfish reasons, and that if they
leave, the church will be saddened, but
will not for a moment slacken its pace or
abandon its mission. Come, brothers and
sisters; Though we be few or many,
appreciated or maligned, let's keep
marching to Zion. 0

Lest We Forget
from pnge 17

Revival and reformation are to do their
appointed work, and in doing this work
they must blend." Ibid., 128

As Josiah brought the church to
repentance and revival after finding the
Book of the Law in the rubblc of the
desecrated temple, so now may our
leaders bring the church to repentance
and revival at this General Conference
session in Indianapolis. Let us now
remember that there can be no latter
rain until this reformation begins. It will
be a painful experience, but if the
General Conference leaders soon to be
elected have the courage to turn this
church back to the old landmarks, God
will honor them. We cannot have both
true unity and compromise with sin.
There can be no latter rain without the
Holy Spirit; and we cannot have the
Holy Spirit without complete obedience
to all truth as revealed in the Word and
the Spirit of Prophecy. So long as we
remain insubordinate to God's revealed
will, any obscrved likeness to the out-
pouring of the latter rain must be recog-
nized as a countcrfeit. Since we know
that Satan's counterfeit always preccdes
the genuine, could it be that his counter-
feit might already be making its pre-
sence felt among us? If so, the genuine
is very near indeed.

"He who builds upon any other foun-
dation than that which has been laid,
builds upon shifting sand. God calls for
a reformation. But he who seeks to bring
about a reformation without the aid of
the Holy Spirit's reviving power will
find himself adrift. Those who turn from
human foolishness and frailty, from
man's seductive arts, from Satan's plan-
ning, to Christ, the shepherd and bishop
of our souls, will stand secure upon the
platform of eternal truth." Special Tes-
timonies, Series B, No.7, 42
"Return, thou backsliding Israel,

saith the LORD; and I will not cause mine
anger to fall upon you: for I am merciful,
saith the LORD, and I will not keep anger
for ever. Only acknowledge thine iniq-
uity, that thou hast transgressed against
the LORD thy God, and hast scattered thy
ways to the strangers under every green
tree, and ye have not obeyed my voice,
saith the LORD. Turn, 0 backsliding
children, saith the LORD; for I am
married unto you: and I will take you
one of a city, and two of a family, and I
will bring you to Zion:" Jeremiah 3:12-
140
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Colin Standish, tile founder ofHartland Insti-
tute, serves as its president.

by the Brethren move-
ment. The Brethren
movement had its
origins in Dublin in
1825, where a small
number of earnest men,
dissatisfied with the
state of the Protestant
churches in Great Brit-
ain, met regularly. It is
to be remembered that
of all of Southern ire-
land (now the Irish Re-
public), Dublin is the
most Protestant area,
with about 10 percent
presently claiming
membership in various
Protestant churches.
llinity College, where
Darby was educated, is
a famous stronghold of
Protestant post-second-
ary education in Dublin.

In 1827, about the

D b time Darby left the
curacy of Wicklow, he
joined the Brethrenar ymeetings, and this was
to be the foundation

of his later teaching and prolific writ-
ings. Darby was soon traveling exten-
sively. He visited the university centers
of Paris, Cambridge, and Oxford in
1830. It is of no little significance that
his visit to Oxford was at the time of
the development of the Anglo-Catholic
movement at Oxford University, led by
the theologians, S. R. Maitland, James
Todd, and William Burgh. It was just
after this that the Oxford movement, as
it came to be called, had its origins.
The Oxford movement was a natural
development from the Anglo-Catholic
movement. Most historians trace its
origin to a sermon preached in S1.
Mary's Church (Oxford), July 9, 1833,
by the well-known preacher, John

damentalist Christianity and his growing
influence today is powerful. An under-
standing of the history of John Darby's
life and teachings will help to clarify the
nature of those teachings which some
Seventh-day Adventists are borrowing
from him today.

The Legacy of John

The History ofDarbyism

Darby was born in London in 1800.
He graduated from llinity College, Du-
blin, in 1819, and was called to the Irish
bar in 1825. Almost immediately, he
forsook the legal profession and for two
years served as the curate of the Angli-
can church in Wicklow.

In 1827 his questions concerning
church authority led him 10 leave his
curacy and ultimately to leave the Church
of England. Darby was greatly influenced

M OST Seventh-
day Adventists

knew little more than
the name John Darby
until the advent of
Desmond Ford and the
New Theology. After
Dr. Ford studied for
his second doctorate in
the early 1970s at
Manchester University
in England, however,
the issue surfaced. His
major professor, Dr.
F. F. Bruce was a re-
nowned member of the
Plymouth Brethren
Church. It was obvious
that some ofDr. Ford's
prophetic views were
strikingly similar to
those of John Darby,
the founder of the Ply-
mouth Brethren. Though I
it seemed reasonable t:
that Ford was in-
fluenced by Dr. Bruce,
nevertheless, he had
some of these concepts
long before proceed-
ing to Manchester University. Indeed, it
is almost certain that his affinity for
these prophetic concepts led 10 his deci-
sion to study at the feet of Dr. Bruce.

Yet the influence of John Darby in
Adventist theology clearly antedates
Dr. Ford and was evidenced in Australia
as early as the 1920s. Another well-
known Australian Bible teacher, the
chairman of the religion department at
Avondale College, Pastor W. W.
Fletcher, taught similar concepts. When
Pastor Fletcher was dismissed from de-
nominational employ in 1928, signifi-
cant numbers of Plymouth Brethren
books were found in his drawers. See
Russell and Colin Standish, Adventism
Challenged

10 most Seventh-day Adventists the
name of John Darby has little signifi-
cance. Yet his influence upon Fun-
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It was John Darby and his supporters who
popularized the antithesis between law and
grace, a concept that is now pervasive
throughout Fundamental Protestantism

Keble. His topic that day, "National
Apostasy," focused on the moral
failure of British society and, by impli-
"ation, of the Church of England. It is
.0 be recognized that this was a time of
growing concern in the Anglican
Church. In the previous ccntury the
Methodist movement had challenged
the established church, and the non-
conformists of the Congregational
Church were still exerting a powerful
influence.

In the congregation ofKeble that day
was John Henry Newman (1801-1890).
Newman had graduated from Oxford
University in 1821 and had been or-
dained to the Anglican ministry in 1823.
Up to this time the brilliant young New-
man had spent most of his time as a tutor
in the colleges of Oxford. Newman ap-
pears to have been profoundly in-
flucnced by Kcble's sermon, and this
commenced a journey which led him to
leave the Anglican priesthood in 1843
and to become a member of the Roman
Catholic Church in 1845. In 1846 he
made a pilgrimage to Rome where he
was ordained to the Roman Catholic
priesthood. Newman quickly became a
strong force in England. His influence
not only affected the Roman Catholic
Church, but also the Anglican Church
and his alma mater, Oxford University.
So indebted was the Roman Catholic
Church to Newman that in a most un-
usual step in 1879 Pope Leo XIII ele-
vated Newman directly from the priest-
hood, creating him a Cardinal.

It was in this theological milieu that
John Darby developed his prophctic per-
spectives. Though Darby barely escaped
with his life in February 1845, in Vaud,
Switzerland, when a revolution inspired
by Jesuit intrigues broke out, he never-
theless accepted the Jesuit-inspired
futuristic interpretations of prophecy,
making them the foundation of his pro-
phetic interpretations.

After his visits to Paris, Cambridge,
and Oxford in 1830, Darby settled for a
time in the southern seaport city of
Plymouth. Soon Darby had formed an
assembly of Brethren, and the city
quickly gave its name to an influential
branch of the Brethren movement.
Though it is still known as the Plymouth
Brethren Church today, in Europe the
followers of this stream of the Brethren
movement were more commonly re-
ferred to as Darbyites.
The impact of the Brethren move-

ment was enhanced when John Harris,

the perpetual curate of Plymstock, re-
signed his position in 1834 and became
the editor of the Brethren's first period-
ical, "The Christian Witness." How-
ever, significant divisions soon arose in
the Brethren movement. Darby was at
the center of the conflict and was ac-
cused of varying widely from the origi-
nal teaChings and principles of the
movement.

To understand the split in the
Brethren movement, we need to retrace
our steps to Dublin. Soon after Darby
joined the Brethren meeting in Dublin,
the famous Powerscourt Conferences
commenced, which later exerted a
strong influence upon the theology of
the Fundamentalist movement in Amer-
ica. Darby, though still in his twenties,
soon showed himself to be a leader in
prophctic interpretation. It was at these
meetings that the pretribulation concept
began to take shape. The pretribulation
teaching is the foundation of the secret
rapture. In essence this teaching claims
that before the great tribulation on earth,
the church (God's true saints) is secretly
raptured and is, therefore, spared the
great persecution of this period that re-
sults from the wicked cruelty of the
antichrist of the end-time. It has been
claimed that Ihe idea of the secret rap-

ture had its origins in Edward Irving's
church in London, and that it was re-
vealed by the voice of the Holy Spirit. It
cenainJy did not arise out of the Word of
God, though later rapturists attempted to
use scripture, inclUding Matthew 24:44,
to support this unbiblical concept.
Others have seen the rapture as having
its origins in Jesuit theology through
Ribera, and still others trace its begin-
nings to the visions of a lass, Margaret
McDonald, in Glasgow, Scotland. But
whatever the truth of its origin, one thing
is cenain, Darby incorporated the futur-
istic interpretatiop of prophecy, the rap-
ture, and pretribulation theology into his
own teachings.

Just as influential was his emphasis
upon the disjunction of law and grace.
This arose out of the development of
dispensational theology. Rather than
recognizing that all are saved by grace
through faith, whether living in the pre-
or post-Christian era, Darby held that at
different times God saved man in differ-
ent ways. This concept was to be fully
developed later in the early twentieth
century by Cyrus Scofield. It was John
Darby and his supponers who popu-
larized the antithesis between law and
grace, a concept that is now pervasive
throughout Fundamental Protestantism
and has made alarmingly rapid inroads
into Seventh-day Adventist thinking.

It is precisely this dispensational
teaching that led to the concept that the
Old Thstament is of little significance to
Christians today, for it was written for
those who lived in a different dispensa-
tion. Even much of the New Testament is
declared to have little value, and the
more extreme dispensationalists claim
that the relevant part of the Bible is
limited to the imprisonment epistles of
Paul. This might explain why a few
years ago Roben Brinsmead declared
that the Old Thstament is to be explained
by the New Thstament, and the gospels
are to be explained by the epistles of

Paul. This line of reasoning is the logical
outcome of the dispensational theology
of Darby.

But by no means did all Brethren
leaders suppon the more extreme and
speculative views of John Darby. The
Brethren movement began to split,
though two pillars remained common to
all branches-premillennialism (the con-
cept that the second coming of Christ
occurs before the millennium), and futur-
ism (that the time prophecies concerning
the antichrist have their fulftllment at the
end of time). However, some of the
leaders of the Brethren rejected dispen-
sationalism and pretribulationism.
Among these were prominent Brethren
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The crux of dispensational teaching is that each
dispensation commences when God makes a
covenant with man and ends when He
intervenes in punishment of the disobedient

leaders, B. W Newton, H. A. Ironside,
and S. B. Tregclles. It is of interest to note
that the famous man of faith, George
Muller, joined the Brethren movement,
though not accepting all of Darby's
flights of speculative theology. Tregelles
later was to say concerning the rapture,
"It was not from the Holy Scriptures, but
from that which falsely pretended to be
the Spirit of God." Newton considered
Darby's dispensational teachings as "the
height of speculation," an evaluation
shared by Ironside.

The teachings of Darby led to an
irreconcilable split between the Brethren
(though some attribute the major blame
for the split to NeWlon). Two major
Brethren groups emerged in the 1840s,
the Darbyites, often known as the Exclu-
sive Brethren, and the Bethesda or Open
Brethren. However, it was the Darbyites
who were to make the major impact
upon the Fundamentalist movement of
the United States.

As early as 1838 Darby moved to
Switzerland, where he made a surpris-
ingly strong impact upon many young
men who gathered around him. He be-
came a vocal preacher against the
Methodist movement. Many Brethren
congregations were established in the
Swiss cantons of Vaud, Geneva, and
Bern, and he had a significant influence
in Lausanne. During much of his later

years, Darby spent considerable time in
translating the Scriptures into German
and French.

To many, Darby's premillennialism
was accepted as a fresh and vital ap-
proach, in contrast to the prevailing
postmillennial views (that Christ's sec-
ond coming occurs after the millen-
nium). It is important to recognize that
Seventh-day Adventists, while uncom-
promisingly premiUennial in belief,
nevertheless, vary strikingly from the
concepts of the Brethren.

But the greatest impact of Darby
proved to be, not in England, nor in
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Europe, but in the United States. It is
important to note that his impact was not
so much in the establjshment of a strong
Plymouth Brethren Church in the United
States, but rather in the initial influence
he exerted upon mainline churches,
especially the Congregational and Pres-
byterian Churches. Later, under the im-
pact of Cyrus Scofield and the Scofield
Bible, an even greater impact was made
upon the more Evangelical denomina-
tions: Baptist, Church of Christ, and
Church of God.

All in all, Darby crossed the Atlan-
tic six times to bring his innovative
ideas to the New World: 1859, 1864-
1865, 1866-1868, 1870, 1872-1873,
and 1874. He also visited the West
Indies, Italy (1.871), and New Zealand
(1875). Added to his frequent travels
was the inOuence of his prolific writ-
ings and his hymn production. His im-
pact upon America cannot be min-
imized. He was often warmly received
in the United States, especially in cities
like St. Louis (where Cyrus Scofield
first accepted Christianity in 1879). His
preaching stirred fresh interest in the
Second Coming. It is believed that his
teachings led directly to the estab-
lishment of prophetic conferences,
which continued into the twentieth cen-
tury. The first was held in an Episcopal
church in 1878. In 1886 Chicago was

the site of another such conference, but
it was unquestionably the annual Nia-
gara Conferences, held on the Canadian
side of the falls from 1883-1897, that
were the most famous. These attracted
some of the leading Protestant theologi-
ans of the day. Other conferences were
held in Northfield, Massachusetts, the
home of Dwight L. Moody, and still
others at Seacliff, Long Island, New
York.

As in Britain, there was a split in the
theological beliefs of those participating
in these conferences. It would seem they
were united upon the premillennialist

concept. Many, however, rejected the
pretribulation view of the rapturists. The
impact of Darby, however, was certainly
not extinguished by his death in
nor was it limited to the Plymoutl.
Brethren. Though the exclusiveness of
the Plymouth Brethren was apparently
rejected in the United States, many of
their prophetic offerings were, nonethe-
less, there accepted.

It is also of no little significance that
dispensational ism has linkages with the
seventeenth-century development of
Calvinism. Most supponers of dispen-
sationalism hold to a Calvinistic creed.
Thus the doctrinal statement arising out
of the first United States conference of
1878 stressed: (I) rigid verbal inspira-
tion, (2) the absolute depravity of man
and helplessness to assist in his own
salvation, (3) the sovereign transcen-
dence of the triune God. These concepts
became normative for dispensational
theology.

The crux of dispensational teaching
is that each dispensation commences
when God makes a covenant with man
and ends when He intervenes in punish-
ment of the disobedient. Each succeed-
ing dispensation has little or no signifi-
cance to the one that precedes it or the
one that foHows. God exercises H"
sovereignty in relation to nations by
predestination, as He does with in-
dividual human beings. TheJews have a
special election with God. Some Gen-
tiles have an election with God, and
there is nothing they can do that has any
significance to this ordination. Thus dis-
pensationalists perceive the New Testa-
ment through the eyes of these false
theories.

Some dispensationalists hold that
Jesus' teaChings are not directly relevant
to the Christian church, for He was
speaking to the kingdom of the Jews.
Thus Jesus' teaching reflects the dispen-
sation of the law, whereas we are living
under the dispensation of grace. Such
believers hold thar the present age is a
parenthesis in history not mentioned in
the Old Testament. They believe that the
prophetic clock stopped at Calvary.
Thus they justify the "gap theory" in
their interpretation of Daniel's 70-week
prophecy. They explain that the 69
weeks ended at Calvary and that halted
the prophetic clock. It will not restart
until the end of the age when the 70th
week will be fulfilled during the reign I

the antichris!. Had the Jews accepte<'
Christ, His millennial kingdom would



have been established then on earth.
These dispensationalists believe that
when John the Baptist preached, The
',ingdom of heaven is at hand, Jesus was
.hen ready to set it up; but the Jews
rejected it, so God had to extend time to
give the gospel to the Gentiles before He
could set up His kingdom. One wonders,
then, what Jesus meant when He said,
"If my kingdom were of this world, then
would my servants fighl." John 18:36

During the seven-year rule of the
antichrist, the dispensationalists propose
that he will covenant with the Jews who
are restored to Palestine, the temple will
be rebuilt in Jerusalem, the ten tribes
will be regathered and the sacrificial
systcm re-established, and that these
startling events will lead to many con-
versions among those not raptured.
These are called the tribulation saints.
Aner three and one-half years, antiehrist
breaks Ius treaty with the Jews, and, for

the next three years, antichrist innicts
fearful persccution on the new Chris-
tians and the faithful Jews. Then Jesus
will appear to destroy antichrist, and
Christ will establish His visible kingdom
for a thousand years (some say 360,000
years).

Durbyism in Modern Adventism

To a greater or lesser extent, this
unscriplural deception is pervasive
among the misnamed Fundamentalist
Christians. Unfortunately, some seg-
ments of this theology have invaded the
Seventh-day Adventist Church. Thc two
most common errors arc: (I) Dispen-
sationalism-while Seventh-day Ad-
ventists do not openly espouse dispen-
sationalism, many have, tragically,
come to believe in the disjunction of law
and gracc, denying thc power of Christ
to provide victory in the lifc of the

dedicated Christian; (2) Futurism-
various evidences for futuristic inter-
pretations of prophecy have found cre-
dence among many Seventh-day Ad-
ventists. Of coursc, Desmond Ford pro-
vided a plausible presentation of such in
his apotelesmatic scheme of prophetic
interpretation. However, God gave to
thc Seventh-day Adventist Church a
more sure word of prophecy, whereunto
we do well that we take heed, as unto a
light that shineth in a dark place, until
the day dawn, and thc Day star arise in
our hearts. See 2 Peter 1:19. God has
also given us, through the clarity of the
heavenly sanctuary ministry of Jesus
Christ, a protection against the separa-
tion of law and grace. An undcrstanding
of His final work of mediation simply
cannot allow for such a separation, but
rather embodies the power of God to
forgive and to cleanse those who will
inherit the kingdom of heaven. 0

AT THE CROSSROADS:
The Seventh-day Adventist Church

1990

AT THE CROSSROADS:
Tilt' SCVl.:1I1h-day Ad\,t'uti.;1 Chul'ch

1<)90

In a time of unprecedented challenge, the desig-
nated representatives and leaders of the Lord's last-day
Church will meet this July, in the city of Indianapolis, for
the fifty-fifth session of the General Conference. They
will there face difficulties, trials, and dilemmas-the
products of satanic malignity and human self-will.
What man would dare to presume that his unaided

wisdom is sufficient to meet such a challenge? Surely this
is a time to seek the counsel of the Lord most earnestly. In
At the Crossroads, these challenges are briefly discussed
and the loving admonition and instruction of our merciful
Father is presented in the words of Inspiration.
At 24 pages, this thought-provoking booklet by Pastor

Ron Spear is an ideal size for personal study, for use in a
study group, and for giving to others.
At the Crossroads is available now from Hope Inter-

national. The suggested donation is S1 for single copies,
50¢ each for 50 or more copies. Please add 15% (75¢
minimum) for postage.
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CampMeeting 1990
is coming soon (July 25-29). Please plan to join us.

Elb.
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First Meeting
Wednesday
7:30P.M.

Tenino

• Chehalis

Life Abundant
Missionary Institute

now offers short training courses
as well as longer ones.
See Bulletin Board on
page 11 for details

Speakers for our sixth annual camp meeting will include
Colin Standish, Vernon Shafer, John and Marshall
Grossboll, Ty Gibson, Vernon Sparks, Kurt Unglaub, and
Ron Spear. We look forward to a time of special blessing
and fellowship such as we have enjoyed the past five years.
Immediately following camp meeting we are offering three
three-day training programs which many will want to
attend as well. From July 3D-August 1, you may
choose from colporteur training, instruction for
home schoolers, or a hands-on course in
hydrotherapy, natural remedies, and
nutrition.
See page 11 for more information on
camp meeting reservations, training
programs, and a listing of nearby motels,
hotels, and campgrounds.
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